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Brenda Erickson, Literacy Chair for District 6900, USA, 
writes about the success of the workshop held at the NE 
Spruill Oaks Library.  The workshop was called, 
“Building Literacy Zero to Five”: 
 
An audience of Rotarians, teachers, child care providers, 
children's librarians, and parents attended the three-hour 
literacy workshop sponsored by the Atlanta-Fulton County 
Public Library System in collaboration with the Rotary Club 
of North Atlanta, and the Rotary Club of Johns Creek of 
North Fulton. 
  
Rich in information and ambiance (thanks to a beautiful 
facility and the gracious library staff), "building literacy 
zero to five" focused on the importance of early literacy 
intervention. If you give the rapidly developing brain of the 
young child the most useful information for printed 
language (letter-sound associations) at a time when brain 
research says the child is keenly sensitive to language, you 
make a difference for a lifetime. 
  
Attendees of "building literacy zero to five" were overheard 
making comments such as, "I wish my wife were here with 
me to hear this" and, " I will take a Saturday off anytime for 

a workshop like this!" and, "I have already come up with 
so many new ideas to take back to the classroom." and, 
"You really need to have more of these workshops. They 
will make such a difference." 
  
The previous comment was followed by two separate 
invitations to have such a workshop sometime this year 
at other venues. The building of conversations about 
literacy through collaborative relationships is a powerful 
way for Rotary to make a difference. There are so many 
opportunities and there are so many eager advocates for 
literacy. Rotary can be the energy that gets them 
together.  
 
Library/Rotary collaborations are excellent avenues for 
such conversations. There is no one that believes in 
helping children learn to read more than a children's 
librarian, and every community with a Rotary Club has a 
library. Please....start a conversation with your local 
library....they would love to work with Rotary to 
promote a community 
conversation with educators and parents about literacy. 
 When Rotary and public libraries work together, literacy 
happens! 
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In the developing world we have seen articles that promote the idea that Rotary’s work must consider the three resource group initiatives of 
Literacy and Education, Water and Sanitation, and Health and Hunger for creating truly holistic and sustainable projects.  In the poorest 
continent, Africa, because of small numbers of Rotary clubs in many countries, we need to develop partnerships.  A partnership with IMEC 
(www.imecamerica.org) may be very appropriate.  IMEC, operating out of the U.S., has a mission to serve doctors and nurses in 
developing countries by providing them with quality working medical equipment to advance the standard of health care for their nation’s 
poor.  

So as we plan projects with the local people of the developing world, this is  

an organization to consider  partnering with.  In a future issue of this newsletter  

an expanded article will appear with more details.  Please remember to consider  

projects in Africa to support the work of the ad hoc ROTA committee. 

 

 

 

 

 

CLE is an approach to teaching and learning language and literacy that relies on students’ interactions with either text (usually a story) or a 
practical activity or shared experience.  As a group, students eventually create a book, written with the teacher’s help and using students’ 
own spoken language.  This book represents the students’ collective understanding of the story, activity or experience.  

The book then becomes a resource to teach the rudiments of written language, such as sound-letter recognition, sound patterns, sentence 
structure, etc.   The teacher determines the content of such lessons according to his/her knowledge of students’ needs. Over time, many 
books are created, all “from the inside out”. 
 

CLE is not a program.  It is an immersion approach that results in student-centered learning.  Because of this approach, written 
language becomes meaningful to students and is therefore more accessible than if the text were outside their shared experience. A 
Concentrated Language Encounter always generates a significant learning situation in which students learn language in use. 

 

CLE is conducted principally in four kinds of context: Formal Education (school-based programs for kindergarten, elementary and 
secondary schools); Informal Education (Adults, adolescents and Street Children); Special Education (hearing and vision impaired and 
others with learning difficulties), and Ethnic groups (Hill tribes, immigrants, etc.). There are three stages of learning development for each 
kind of program: beginner, intermediate and advanced levels. Only the beginner stage is described here. 
 
A text-based approach uses Starter Books to guide and support target language and literacy learning. That teaching sequence is shown in 
Figure 1 (a Stage 1 or beginner level). 
 

�
�Figure 1: A Stage 1 CLE Text-based teaching sequence 

 

PHASE 1 PHASE 2 PHASE 3 PHASE 4 PHASE 5 
Read the Starter 
Book (usually a 
short story) to 
students so that 
they understand 
the text. 

Re-read the 
Starter Book and 
role-play / talk 
about what 
happened and in 
what sequence. 

Negotiate a 
Group Text in 
which the 
students retell 
what happened 
and in what 
sequence in the 
Starter Book. 

Make a group Big 
Book from the 
negotiated text. 

Use the Big Book 
for language 
activities that 
focus on letters, 
phonographic 
correspondences, 
words- including 
spelling - and 
sentence 
structures. 
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Like the text-based units, shared experience or activity-based units are sequenced in five phases as shown in Figure 2, 
(a Stage 1 or beginner level). 
 

 
Figure 2: The Sequence for a Stage 1 CLE Shared experience or Activity-based Program Unit 
 
Because the final phase of both approaches is open-ended depending on students’ needs and interests, the teacher can 
use any appropriate elaborating language activities. 
 
The importance of support, talk and other features of CLE programs  
 
In all CLE programs, the teacher supports students’ learning of everything that they are required to do until they gain 
the confidence and competence needed to perform independently. This means that from the beginning of their learning, 
they experience success in carrying out interesting and important literacy tasks. Through supported language and 
literacy learning activities, students develop their facility with spoken and written text of different kinds; talk about text 
with both the teacher and fellow students, enjoy repetition of known language structures and activities, and are helped 
to do things that otherwise they would be unable to do by themselves.  

PHASE 1 PHASE 2 PHASE 3 PHASE 4 PHASE 5 

Either share an 
experience, e.g. 
A visit to the 
market, or 
Demonstrate an 
activity, e.g. 
How to sow 

Students recount 
and role-play 
what happened. 

Negotiate a 
Group Text that 
focuses on what 
happened and in 
what order. 

Students compile 
records in a 
group Big Book. 

Use the Big 
Book for 
specific 
language 
learning as for 
text-based 
activities. 
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Gasser Awaad, Literacy Chair of District 2450 in Egypt, writes about a very 
successful CLE program in the area of upper Egypt where 37,5000 students from 
a total of 52 schools have benefited from the program which will be featured in an 
upcoming issue of this newsletter.  The photos show teachers being trained in the 
methodology prior to going back to their school. 
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Mary Wharton, President-Elect of The Rotary Club of Burke, District 7610  USA, reports that a multi-club 
pilot project was just awarded a total of $9,000 US in a District Simplified Grant thanks to the ingenuity and  
perseverance of some new Rotarians with a strong commitment to helping at risk youth in their community: 
 
 
Susan Lydick and Mary Carol Kulick, relatively new members  
of the Bailey’s Crossroads Club and colleagues at a local  
non-profit, Fairfax Partnership for Youth, Inc. (FPY), just  
happened to be doing a presentation to their fellow Rotarians  
at the Burke Club on all the great services that their organization  
provided.  They gave a special emphasis on the  
Support on Suspension program (SOS) and just happened  
to mention that poor literacy skills were one of the leading  
frustrations for students who happened to end up in being  
suspended from school. 
 
When it came time for questions, Mary Wharton, a member  
of the Burke Club and a strong proponent of the Computer Assisted Literacy Solution or CALS, a computer 
based literacy development tool, leaned forward and asked, “Have you ever considered using CALS with the 
students?” 
 
Almost immediately, Susan brightened and smiled.  She was indeed familiar with the CALS program having 
listened to an excellent presentation done by RI Literacy Advisor Vince Walter on the subject almost a year ago.  
At this moment, Susan (who is also the Program Director at FPY) came up with an idea to incorporate CALS 
into the SOS program.  This idea was the seed for the SOS-Plus Program, a brilliant concept that blends two 
very successful programs together:  the SOS Program which has always enjoyed widespread community support 
for the work it does with troubled students and the CALS program which is widely endorsed by Rotary because 
of its unique ability to dramatically improve literacy skills in people of all ages. 
 
Under a prior DSG, the Rotary Clubs of Dunn Loring and Bailey’s Crossroads in cooperation with FPY 
provided funding for the design and printing of SOS materials in both English and Spanish. Shortly thereafter, 
Tysons Corner joined the effort with funding for transportation vouchers for suspended students.  Incorporating 
CALS into both SOS sites in Fairfax County was a logical next step to support the SOS program. The SOS 
program is designed to provide middle school and high school students with an opportunity to stay current with 
academic work.  Students also receive informal instruction in both conflict resolution and effective, appropriate 
communication skills.  At the same time they are required to participate in community service activities. 
Enhancing the SOS program with an aggressive literacy component (CALS), would help to reduce the 
achievement gap seen in the most vulnerable and at-risk youth in the Fairfax community. 
 
With the approval of Bailey’s Board of Directors, MC drafted the grant application while she and Susan visited 
other local Rotary Clubs and, obtained the endorsement of Dunn Loring, Tysons Corner, Falls Church, Burke, 
and, Alexandria.  Now with 6 Clubs participating, the District could award each Club $ 1500.  The $ 9000 grant 
would be enough to provide an estimated 90 SOS students and a CALS license to successfully finish the 
program within the one year license. 
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Zone 4 Literacy Coordinator Gulam Vahanvaty reports on the Bhavishya-Yaan programme launched as a 
pilot project by the Rotary Club of Bombay Mah, District 3140, which has now grown by leaps and bounds: 
 
The programme started as a simple basic computer education tool for students at the Dr. Ambedkar Municipal School 
at Worli.  Beginning with a handful of thirty students, in its second year 135 students attend classes in computers, art 
and English that are conducted in the “Rotary Room” at the school. 
 
Past president Arun Sanghi became chair of the Education Committee along with Alok Sekhsaria who is now the 
new chair in this Rotary year.   
 
As the programme has expanded, new partners have come forward to take on various modules.  The computer classes 
are taught by two teachers under the direction of Bharatiya Vidya Bhavan, the art classes by professional artists, and 
the mentoring programmes by eighteen Rotary volunteers and friends. 
 
The school has 2,000 students and conducts classes in seven languages with the major ones being Marathi, Hindi, 
Urdu, and Kannada.  The Bhavishya-Yaan classes are all conducted in English.  Classes operate six days per week, 
except for the mentoring which occurs on Friday and Saturday only. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
               

 
Many thanks to all of you for sending me stories about your activities.  Please keep them coming along with the photos.   

I think you can tell what a difference it makes when we can share around the Rotary world all the wonderful projects and 
programs that we are all involved in. 

Together we can demonstrate all the ways in which Rotarians have embraced the message that  
“The Future of Rotary is in Your Hands”. 

 
In time    In talent    In dedication to “Service Above Self” 
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General Coordinator:    Richard Hattwick       richardhattwick@bellsouth.net  
Assistant Coordinator:    %���������(������� � � � ������������=��
�������

         Area Coordinators 
 

Asia:        Saowalak Rattanavich      s_rattanavich@hotmail.com  
South Pacific, South Asia: &���>������ � � � � ������
�=��	
���	����������
Africa, parts of Europe :    #����������	� � � � � ����	=$��	�����	����.������
Europe       Pierre-Louis Doucet      pl.doucet@orange.fr 
Central, South America:    Rosa Maria Acevedo de Vazquez      acevedob@prodigy.net.mx 
North America (US, Can.) Roger Hayward        rhayward@sympatico.ca  

Zone  Coordinator 
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