
September 30, 2007                     “ New Generations Month ”                    www.rotary6450.org  
                                                                                                                                         
                                                                                                                                                                                               Issue Number 6 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

GSE WILL TRAVEL TO DISTRICT 2090  
IN ITALY!!  

MAY 10 TO JUNE 9, 2008 
LOOKING FOR  

TEAM MEMBERS! 
 

Applications due October 1, 2007 
Interviews and Social Event 

October 19 & 20, 2007 
 

PROGRAM CONTACTS: 
 

Michele Thornton,(Oak Forest Rotary Club)  
District GSE Coordinator 

Ph: 708-752-8282; email : mlt@thorntonp owell.com 
 

John Keane (Oak Forest Rotary Club)  
GSE Outbound Coordinator 

jkeane99@gmail .com 
734 Cottonwood Road  Frankfort IL, 60423 

 
 

LINKS: 
 
 

District Site: 
www.rotary6450.org/pages/group studyexchange.asp 
 
International Site: 
www.rotary.org/found ation/educational/gse 
 

GSE 
GROUP STUDY  

EXCHANGE 2007-08 
Italy 

Rotary & Easter Seals Together Again! 
 

Photos from the new site of the Easter Seals Therapeutic 
School and Center for Autism Research 

August 21, 2007 

(l-r) DGE Mike Slevnik, DG Art Davis,  
Easter Seals President and CEO Tim Muri,  

Rotarian Mike Smith, and J. Angel Cardenas 
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A Note from our Peace Scholar... 
 
Dear Chet, 
 
I hope that you are well and enjoying the final days of summer.  I just wanted 
to give you a brief update of my recent activities.  I am scheduled to leave for 
Buenos Aires, Argentina in early February of 2008 to begin my studies as a  
Rotary Peace Fellow. 
 
Before I depart, I have accepted a three-month position with the organization 
Atlacatl in San Salvador, El Salvador.   
Atlacatl provides access to antiretroviral medicine and defends and pro-
motes human rights for people living with HIV/AIDS.  I have been hired to 
initiate an HIV education and human rights training center in San Salvador, 
which will  
serve to increase the capacity of the staff at the  
organization as well as to provide services to other  
organizations and greatly needed financial resources to the center.  I will be 
in El Salvador from mid-September until late December.   
 
I will return to the Chicago area for the month of January before departing for 
Argentina.  It is my hope that sometime during the month of January we will 
be able to schedule my mandatory District orientation before I begin my 
studies as a Peace Fellow.  Please let me know if this will be possible.  Dur-
ing the month of January I will also be available to assist with any outreach 
programs or any other Rotary function in the Chicago area.   
 
Please let me know if I may be of assistance to the Rotary District during that 
time, and I look forward to seeing you in January. 
 
Sincerely, 
Laura Graham 

Your 100 Year Plan?    
For You, Your Family, & Rotary 

 American patriot and 
singer, Joe Cantafio re-
cently sang for the Rotary 
Club of Naperville/
Downtown in between a 
commentary about his 
travels to Iraq to entertain 
U.S. troops and his request 
to raise awareness for first 
responders and 
www.gearupfoundation.org
. 

In Memoriam 
Romeovill e Rotarian & Charter Member 

  
Larry Litt le  

passed away September 7, 2007 
 

Larry was always on hand to support all club projects and 
added his own unique brand of fun to the meetings.   
He was a good man and will be missed by many. 

 

Larry distributing 
dictionaries to  3rd 
graders last year. 

For more details 
Ask for an invitation to  

District 6440 & 6450 and The Rotary Foundation’s 
Estate Planning & Planned Giving Seminar 

Tessa’s Restaurant, Napervill e 
October 4 

Bob Kranz        
Legacy Advocates, L td. 

228-326-6699 
Leavealegacy@bellsouth.net 

In Memoriam 
 

Nikk i John s  
wife of RI Zone 27 & 28 Director Mike John s 

Passed away on September 17, 2007 
 

Our though ts and p rayers are with the family. 

Peace Park Photos (see article on Page 5) 
 

District 6450 attendees included Orland Park Ro-
tarians: President Tom Murphy, George Harris 
and his wife Mary Jo, and Hinsdale Rotarians: 
Chuck Snyder and Jerry Cerniak. 
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DGE Michael Slevnik 2008-09 

ARE YOU WEARING YOUR  
ROTARY PIN TODAY???  

   
$OO�5RWDULDQV�DUH�HQFRXUDJHG�WR�ZHDU�WKHLU�SLQV�WR�VKRZ�
SULGH�LQ�PHPEHUVKLS�DQG�DOVR�WR�DGYHUWLVH�WKLV�JUHDW�
RUJDQL]DWLRQ����

�
%H�SURXG�WR�EH�D�5RWDULDQ��

RI President Elect Dong Kurn Lee and Young-Ja Lee with 
our DGE Mike Slevnik and fiancé Tina Adams 

Pictures from Zone Institute in Daven-
port, Iowa.  We had a great time! 

RI Director Michael Johns with DGE Michael Slevnik 

Past RI Director Mike McCullough (center) with  
DGE Mike Slevnik and Tina Adams 

District 6450 Ranked Number 1… 
 
 
While at Zone Institute in Davenport, it was reported 
that last year District 6450 ranked first in Net Mem-

bership gain between Rotary Zones 27 and 28, which consists 
of 25 districts!  We had a net gain of 92 members. 
 

Without members, there is no Rotary. 
Keep Ask ing!! 

IMPORTANT NOTICE!!! 
Rotary International is currently in the process of redesigning 
and rebuilding the RI Data Center! 
 
An organizational outage is sc heduled to facili tate the up-
grade.  The outage will begin September 27, 2007 at 5:30 p.m. 
(DST) and will l ast until the morning of October 1, 2007. 
 
During this outage, all systems will be off -line including the RI 
website.  Members will NOT be able to log in to the Member 
Access Portal.  In addition, RI staff will NOT be able to receive 
any emails.  Any mail sent to RI staff will be delivered on  Mon-
day, October 1 when the system is back online. 
 
The RI phon e system will also be unavailable during this 
same time period.  Anyone placing a call to RI will receive a 
busy signal. 
 
We appreciate your und erstanding. 
 
Best Rotary Regards, 
James Damato, Supervisor 
Club & District Support 

Rotary Run for Wellness House 
Hinsdale Rotary Club 

 
Sund ay, October 14, 2007 

                 8:30 a.m. ” �5 DLQ�RU�6KLQH 
 

Run o r Walk for Someone You Lo ve 
3K Run ” ��.�5XQ� ” �� � .� 5 XQ�” ����6WHS�:D ON�” ��.� : DON 

 
For more details and to register on line: 

www .wellnesshou se.org 
www .hinsdalerotary.org 
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Harris ® is a trade name used by Harris N.A. and its  
affiliates.  Member FDIC.  Visit www.harrisbank.com 

Sponsor for 2008 Distr ict Conference 

 

Auction to op en  
Oktoberfest Activities 

Napervill e Rotary Oktoberfest 
 

October 4, 2007 
Meson Sabika Restaurant 

1025 Aurora Avenue 
Napervill e, IL 

 
Doors open at 5:30 p.m. 
Live Auction at 8:00 p.m. 

For more information o r to ob tain auction tick-
ets, contact Wendy Gross at 630-983-4120 or 
email wendy_gross@3dfamilytree.com. 
 
For more info visit, www.rotaryoktoberfest.com  

Oompah music takes center 
stage at Oktoberfest.  
Johnnie Wagner leads his 
band in providing German 
music. 

Zone 9 Rotary Clubs to participate in 
Chicago Southland Chamber of Commerce  

EXPO 2007 
 

October 18, 2007 
Tinley Park Convention Center 

183rd & Harlem 
9:00 a.m.  -  5:00 p.m. 

 
This is a business to business trade show and  
Rotary will be featured. 
 

Visit the Rotary Booth 405 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
Each year thousands of young people take part in the Rotary Youth 
Leadership Awards (RYLA) program worldwide.  Young people are 
chosen for their leadership potential to  
attend workshops to discuss leadership skills and to learn those 
skills through practice.  RYLA aims to: 
 
 ‡�� Demonstrate Rotary’s respect and concern for   
     youth; 
 ‡  Provide an effective training experience for selected       
     youth and po tential leaders; 
 ‡  Encourage leadership o f youth by youth; and 
 ‡  Recogn ize publicly young people who are rendering     
     service to their communities. 
 
 
Come join us at Aurora University’s George Williams Campus on 
Lake Geneva for a weekend of leadership training and for a chance 
to meet 80 students from Chicago and suburban high schools and 
Rotary Youth Exchange students from around the world.  Bus trans-
portation to and from the Campus will be provided along with hous-
ing and food for the weekend. 
 
For more information, contact your local Rotary Club or call or email 
the following RYLA committee chairs: 
 
Jerry Lordan (Oak Park) 708-386-0127 x114 
glordan@fenwickfriars.com 
 
Linda Yates (LaGrange) 708-3522565 
lyates@starkeychemical.com  
 
Go to d istrict website, 
www.rotary6450.org/pages/rotaryyouthleadershipactivity.asp to 
download forms 

OCTOBER 12-14, 2007 
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Rotary Club Activities & Changes 

 
Loo king for a Speaker??? 

 
BlueCross BlueShield offer speakers through their 
Service in the Neighborhood Program.  This free 
education and outreach service offers Medicare 
and insurance presentations.  

 
Speakers are Tammy Smith (Chicago North Shore and Metro 
Chicago) at 312-653-7573; Diane Adduci (South Chicago Sub-
urbs, Joliet, Kankakee) at 312-653-7077; Pat Andrade (Oak 
Park, Northwest Chicago Suburbs) at 312-653-6855; and  Dan 
Cantu (DuPage County) at 312-653-5779.  

 
 

From Ambassadorial Scholar, Aparna Kumar 
Http://aparnainmalawi.blogspot.com 

 
Dear Rotarians and Rotary Friends, 
 
 I hope you are all well.  I am writing to tell you about a won-
derful hospital here in Malawi.  It is called the BEIT cure inter-
national hospital and it works with children with disabilities.  
They do surgeries for children from all over Malawi and are the 
only people in the country who do this.  Stuart Palmer, Execu-
tive Director of the hospital, is a Rotarian.  He approached me 
the other day and was wondering if any of our clubs or indi-
viduals would be interested in sponsoring a project at the hos-
pital.  The website is www.curemalawi.org and his email is 
stuartp@curehospital.mw.  Since it is not a project that the 
Limbe club is currently doing, I thought that I would begin by 
letting everyone know and then move forward to see if anyone 
has interest in linking with Stuart.  If you could please be in 
touch with me, I would really appreciate it.  
 
 Warmly, 
Aparna Bradley-Bourbonn ais Rotary 

volunteered at Good Shepherd manor Fall Festival on Septem-
ber 16th.  Each year the club members “man” two food booths.  
This festival attracts thousands of visitors to the home for adult 
males with developmental disabilities.  Pictured are Rotarian 
Larry DePatis and wife, Cindie frying some of the corn dog 
entrees.  Yummy! 

The Peace Park 
Rotarians from Orland Park (including AG George Harris) and 
Hinsdale attended the 75th Anniversary Commemoration of 
the first International Peace Park in Glacier National Park, 
Montana and Waterton Provincial Park in Alberta, Canada.  
The three-day combined district conference commemorates 
the establishment of the Peace Park concept by Rotarians in 
1932.  Since that time, over 30 peace parks have been estab-
lished world-wide.  The conference culminated with a “Hands 
Across the Border” ceremony and pledge of non-violence at 
the U.S. / Canadian border at the Chief Mountain border 
crossing. 
 
What is a “peace park?”   The International Peace Park is a 
commonly managed and maintained ecosystem, which trav-
erses an international border.  The concept brings “neighbors” 
together for cooperation and common interests.   

See picture on Page 2 

Rotary Club o f Chicago Southeast 
hosting  

Network Wednesday’s Social & Recruitment Events 
 

Events are held at Blu 47 Restaurant in the Bronzeville 
neighborhood.  More than 40 guests attended the first get-
together.  Great idea for building membership and retention! 

 
 
 

 
         October 24, 2007 

 
All new, world famous  

Islamorada Fish Company  
located in the new Bass Pro Shop in Bolingbrook at  

I-355 and Boughton Road  
(just north of I-55 and just west of I-355).   

 
Mark your calendar.  More to follow... 

Distric
t Conference 

Kick-Off a
t 



Get Involved With Your  
Rotary Foundation 

 
Saturday, November 10, 2007 

7:30 AM to 12:30 PM 
Holiday Inn, Willowbrook, I lli nois 

 
This “Hands On” “How To” program will provide all Rotarians with the knowledge and tools to use the Foundation 
to further your club’s objectives. Featuring only District 6450’s activities, this event will focus on start to finish 
examples, from identifying, to implementation, to final report, including the grant process where applicable. All 
aspects of the Foundation programs will be highlighted from Matching Grants, District Simplified Grants, 
Individual Grants, Rotary Peace Scholars, Ambassadorial Scholars, Rotary Grants to University Teachers, Group 
Study Exchange and Polio Plus. In addition, the District’s Paul Harris Matching Fund program will be announced 
and new Paul Harris Fellows will be recognized. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Who shou ld attend? All Rotarians and potential Rotarians who are interested in “doing good in the world” by giving service 
to others. For more information contact: Larry Stichweh, 630-257-5888 or skyjock@comcast.net. 
 
Holiday Inn Will owbrook, IL, 7800 Kingery Highway (IL Route 83), Will owbrook, IL 60527 (630-325-6400) 
Directions: Access I-294 to Interstate I-55 south, exit IL 83 north, first traffic light, turn right and an immediate right to the 
hotel entrance. 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Rotary District 6450 Foundation Seminar Registration Fo rm 
RSVP by October 15, 2007 

 
Please return this form and your registration fee of $15 per registrant made payable to Rotary District 6450 to 

Brooks Fuller, 121 Northgate Place, Burr Ridge, IL 60527 
 
 

Name __________________________________________________ Phon e ____________________________________ 
 
Address ________________________________________________Email _____________________________________ 
 
City/State/Zip ____________________________________________Club ______________________________________ 

Schedule: 
 

7:30 AM On Site Registration 
 

7:30 AM—8:15 AM  Bounteous Breakfast Buffet 
 

8:15 AM—10:00 AM Program 
 

10:00 AM—10:15 AM Break 
 

10:15 AM—12:30 PM Program 
 

12:30 PM Adjourn 
 

COST: $15 - Advanced registration 
         $20 - On Site registration 
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Dear Rotarians, 
 
It is hard for me to believe that my eighth month is Buenos Aires has come to an end and that we are nearing the middle of September already.  Below 
are some thoughts on the highlights from August. 
 
Giving Something Back.  As you may recall, it was in my April/May report that I began referencing my volunteer work at the Fundación Andares, a 
foundation established just nine months ago by the former president of the Argentine Central Bank that aims to advance the reach of the microfinance 
sector in the country.  After three months, I’m delighted to report that our hard and rewarding work has yielded incredible fruit.  Just last week we were 
notified by the Inter-American Development Bank (IDB) that we will be awarded a $500,000 matching grant for a 3-year capacity building program to be 
delivered to the 78 microfinance organizations currently operating in Argentina.  So impressed was the IDB with our work that they went so far as to 
offer additional monies to expand the program.  All told, the project will enjoy an operating budget of more than $1 million.  With the country’s poverty 
rate still stubbornly high after the 2002 financial crisis, the program comes at a critical time and will no doubt have a very positive impact on the lives of 
thousands and thousands of people here.  Clearly, I’ve always been conscious of the importance of not only “taking” from this experience but also 
“giving back” and I’m very proud of the opportunity I have had to do so.  I hope you are as well. 
 
Brain Drain.  With about two weeks to go in this second trimester we received the news that the director – and possible the most popular professor 
within the Master of Finance program – had suddenly resigned to take a job in Geneva, Switzerland.  It was a significant loss for us, and he will be a 
tough person to replace.  His leaving got me to thinking about some other “top flight” Argentines who have left the country during my stay.  Another of 
our professors, Claudio Yrigoyen, who also worked as the Chief Economist of the Central Bank left to take a job in New York several months ago.  
Moreover, a recent conversation with a friend who is doing a Master in Economics at my university explained to me that the whole idea behind her pro-
gram is to prepare students to do a Ph.D. in the United States or Europe.  While these are excellent opportunities for students, what does it mean for 
Argentina, especially considering the likelihood of students returning to the country is fairly low?  It’s become clear to me that this “human capital flight” 
is just one more of the host of challenges facing Argentina, and no doubt developing countries in general. 
 
Looking Ahead.  There is a lot in store for me during the month of September.  For one, we’ll be completing our second trimester at school and begin-
ning the third and final segment of the degree program.  In addition, I’m planning a short trip to Salta, a province in the Northwest of Argentina.  Far from 
the fashionable Palermo neighborhood of Buenos Aires, or the bustling and imminently urban Microcentro, Salta is blessed with an incomparable natu-
ral beauty.  Plus, its residents are to a large extent descendents of indigenous populations, as opposed to Europeans like many of Buenos Aires’ inhabi-
tants.  This trip, while brief, is surely going to give me a fuller picture of the country and I’m very much looking forward to it. 
So, it’s bye for now.  I wish you all the best.  Thanks for reading and we’ll be in touch next month. 
 
Saludos, 
Chip Constantino 
Rotary Foundation Ambassadorial Scholar 2006-07 
Buenos Aires, Argentina 
rpconstantino@hotmail.com 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

The Rotary Clubs of District 6450 
 invite you to attend the 
Job 1 November Summit 

Mond ay, November 12, 2007 
 

Moraine Valley Community College 
10900 S. 88th Avenue, Palos Hills, IL 60465 

Building C: College Center 
Moraine Rooms 2 & 3 

 
Check-in 5:30 p.m., Dinner 6:00 p.m. 

Cost $20.00 per person 
Buffet Dinner 

 

R.S.V.P. by November 8th 
 

To Andie Thomalla at  
athomalla@leitnerinc.com 

or 
312-372-3900 

All i n
terested Rotarians  

are encouraged to attend!! 

Job 1 packets will b
e  

distrib
uted. 

Join Rotarians and program 
partners from throughou t our 
district to learn ho w this fabu-
lous Vocational Service Pro-
gram is changing lives’ and 
changing Rotary c lubs! 
 
Plans include a welcome from 
Rotarian Dr. Vernon Crawley, 
President of Moraine Valley 
Community College. 
 
Past participants will share 
their experiences as interns, 
advisors, and employers. 
 

We look forward to  
seeing you there! 
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Registration 9:30 AM 
Shotgun Start 10:30 AM 

Cost: $75 per person 
includes golf, cart,  

heavy appetizers at 3:30 p.m. 
 

Format: 4 person teams 
 
·  1 score coun ts on h oles 1-6 
·  2 scores coun t on ho les 7-12 
·  3 scores coun t on ho les 13-18 
·  Low gross wins District Trophy 

for 1 year 
·  Contest for long d rive for men and 

women 
·  Long est putt  
 
Ind icate the names of all go lfers in 
your foursome. 
 
Ind ividual go lfers wil l be paired up  
with twosomes and threesomes as 
available. 

Maximum Places: 72 Entries 
Register early to reserve your spot 

Registration: Contact Bob Blackburn 
At beebsalarm@hotmail.com or  

Call 630-963-8176 
 

Mail payment to: 
Bob Blackburn 

                      7323 Selig Pl. 
      Downers Grove, IL 60516 
 
                Registration d eadline:  
       Wednesday, October 10 

The Links a t Carillon 
21200 S. Carillon Dr. 

Plainfield, IL 
815-886-2136 
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Distr ict 6450 Calendar of Events 
IMPORTANT DATES TO REMEMBER! 

_________2007-2008_________ 
 

 
October 12-14  RYLA Weekend:  George Williams College 
   Willi ams Bay, Wisconsin 
 
October 17  District 6450 Golf Outing (See flyer) 
 
October 20  GSE Team Member Interviews to Dist. 2090 
   Italy 
 
October 24  District Conference Kick-off :  6:30 p.m.  
   Islamorada Fish Company 
 
November 3  Youth Exchange Outbound Interviews 
 
November 7  Interviews for 2010-2011 District Governor 
 
November 10  District Foundation Seminar—see enclosed  
   flyer 
 
November 12  Job 1 Seminar, Moraine Valley Community  
   College (see enclosed announcement) 
 
December 8  Youth Exchange / Chicago Overnight 
   Party 
 
December 9  Youth Exchange / Western Springs Party  
 
January 4-6, 2008 Strategic Planning Retreat 

 
 

From the Editor’s Desk 
Thank you to all the Rotarians who made this 
issue possible, especially Lou Mule, Lou Volodka, 
and Susie Johnson.    

This is your newsletter!  
Take advantage of the opportunity to let all of 
us know what’s going on in your club! Keep 
sending your wonderful articles and news. 
                                         
   Kathy Kobak, Editor 
  

Distr ict 6450 Governor ’s Newsletter 
“ The Bir thplace Beacon”  

 
Deadline to submit ar ticles:  

5th of the month for the issue dated the 
15th and the 20th of the month for the 

issue dated the 30th 
 

  Email : D6450news@msn.com 
   
  Phone: 708-361-1177   
  Fax: 708-361-6409 
 
  Mail : Kathy Kobak 
             25 Moor ings Dr ive 
             Palos Heights, IL 60463 

                                        WEBSITE UPDATE 
 
  
1. Updates to: District Calendar, Fundraisers and Socials, Foundation Forms, and  
      Arts Safari 
2. Club support communication information for Committee updated at www.rotary6450.org/pages/

clubsupport.asp 
3. Interact clubs receive message from District Chair at www.rotary6450.org/pages/interact.asp 
4. Check out DG Art’s blog at http://artssafari.blogspot.com 
5.   If you find any broken links, contact Webmaster Susie Johnson at cjohnson0969@comcast.net or  
      call 815- 942-1838.      
6. Website stats: During the month of August there were 2,586 visitors, stopping by 12,811 pages.     
      This is an increase of 33 visitors over the total for July (2,553).  Of the 2,586 visitors in August    
      1,714 of those are unique to our website.  Most visited pages and number hits: 
 
��� 1. news.asp (1745)  
     2. LogoHarrisHome.asp (1211)  
     3. siteindex.asp (297)  
     4. newgenerations.asp (238)   
     5. currentnewsletter.asp (224)  
     6. districtclubs (221)  
     7. distleadershipteam.asp (200) 

The Four-Way Test means business.  
Did you read the article in The Rotarian 
September 2007?  It’s a good on e. 

� �� 8. districtcalendar.asp (188)  
     9. Outbound.asp (179)  
     10. 06-07youthexcange.asp (170)  
     11. rotaryclubmeetingplaces_times.asp (163)  
     12. Inboundyouthexchange.asp (161)  
     13. 07-08photogallery.asp (142)  
     14. Others (5841) 


