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Art’s Safari… 

 
 

PDG Sue attends a United Nations event in France. 
 
On May 29th,  PDG Sue Smallwood was in Paris, France with 
the Normandy District Governor Pierre and Marlys Espi-
nasse.  The event was the awards presentation to 18 French 
Rotary Districts by UNESCO (United Nations Educational 
Society Cultural Organization.”  All 18 Districts had Rotary 
officials there.  Below is a picture with DG Pierre and Marlys, 
PDG Sue, and one of the winners of the awards from the 
Normandy District for his essay on ethics.  In the second 
photo, Sue is shown with Pierre and three other Rotary 2006-
07 Governors.  PDG Emma Sue Smallwood ably represented 
District 6450, the Birthplace of Rotary, at this prestigious 
United Nations event. 
 
 

2007-08 RI Presi-
dent, Wilf Wilkinson 
and his wife, Joan 
arriving at DG Art 
Davis’ Safari Instal-
lation.  Art has 
been a member of 
the Naperville Ro-
tary Club since De-
cember 2, 1976.  
What a great cele-
bration among all 
the wild animals! 
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IMPORTANT!  ROTARY CLUB INSURANCE! 
For the latest in insurance information for Rotary clubs, 
please visit http://www.rotary.org/suppo rt/insurance/
index.html.  The information provided is for General Liabil-
ity Insurance.  Review this information to see who and what 
is covered. 

 
GROUP STUDY 

EXCHANGE 
2007-08 

Italy 

It is time for our district to  
begin preparing for next year’s exchange with  

District 2090 in Italy!!  
 

MAY 10 TO JUNE 9, 2008 
NOW CALLING FOR TEAM LEADERS! 

 
Applications due Augu st 1, 2007 

Interviews held on  Augu st 18, 2007 
 

Applications can be found on the District website  
or by contacting  

2007-2008 GSE Chair Michele Thornton 
mlt@thorntonp owell.com 

One Person Can Make a Difference! 
A Rotarian You Shou ld Know! 

 
Dr. Prakasam Tata, 71 years old and a Naperville Rotarian 
finally realized his dream to clean up the water supply in his 
hometown of Vizianagaram, India.  As a boy growing up in 
India, he lived near a 170-acre lake, polluted with mosqui-
toes, garbage, and disease.  On hot summer days, the smell 
was so bad that Dr. Tata and his classmates were actually 
given “bad weather holidays” off from school. 
 
Inspired by his experiences growing up, he worked in sanita-
tion in rural India before moving to the USA.  Once here, he 
earned his Ph.D. from Rutgers University, taught at Cornell 
University, and retired as head of the environmental monitor-
ing and research division at the Metropolitan Water Reclama-
tion District of Greater Chicago in 2002. 
 
The dream becomes reality…  Tata wanted to “give back” to 
both his community here and where he originated from.  He 
began speaking with officials from Vizianagaram on his an-
nual visits to his homeland.  Catching the ear of a top official, 
the two men brainstormed together and following Tata’s de-
signs, by April 2004 there was a water sanitation system in 
place! 
 
Two years ago, when Dr. Tata moved to Naperville, he was 
invited to join the Naperville Rotary Club. His club is now 
partnering with the Rotary Club of Vizianagaram to apply for 
a matching grant from RI to clean the water in a nearby town, 
Duppada. 
 

Youth Exchange Summer Conference 
Grand Rapids, Michigan  July 13-15 

 
Elisa Cruz, our former inbound from Brazil (hosted by Morris 
Rotary 2003-04) has been chosen to address the students 
at Grand Rapids in July.  Elisa will be visiting for a month 
this summer and has chosen to come during Central States-
Grand Rapids.  This will be her third time attending CSYE.  
The first was in 2004 during her exchange year, 2005 with 
International RYLA and working at the International Con-
vention.   
 
Elisa was awarded a Paul Harris by the Morris Rotary Club, 
currently the secretary of her district’s YE program, and a 
Rotaractor.  “I am so proud that she embraces Rotary and is 
“ Leading the Way”  and “ Sharing Rotary”  with the New 
Generations of Rotary”, said Julia Mullikin, YE Chairperson. 
 

 

 

4th Generation Rotarian! 
 

Lelia Hirsch was installed as the 84th president of the Chi-
cago Heights Rotary Club.  Lelia’s great-grandfather, Carl 
Hirsch, grandfather James W. Hirsch, and father, James 
C. Hirsch have all been members of this club, with the 
same classification, and all employed by Hirsch Funeral 
Home in Chicago Heights. 
 
Lelia and her father recently left Hirsch to establish and 
operate Heartland Memorial Center in Tinley Park.  Lelia, 
only 25 years old may possibly be the youngest club presi-
dent in district history!  Her first big event is the club’s an-
nual pig and corn roast slated for July 30.  All are wel-
come! 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Membership 
 
 

I would like to congratulate each club officer and director 
for the confidence that their club members have bestowed 
upon him or her.  This will truly be an exciting Rotary year. 
 
The district has matching money available for Rotary clubs 
that hold member receptions.  Please contact me for de-
tails. 
 
During the upcoming Rotary year, Tina and I look forward 
to meeting each and every member in District 6450. 
 
 I will be wearing my Rotary pin.  How about you? 
 
Michael Slevnik 
District Governor Elect  
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DGE Michael Slevnik 2008-09 

DISTRICT 6450 GRANTS TRAINING  
& SHARING WORKSHOP 

 
Saturday, July 21, 2007 

Continental Breakfast at 8:00 a.m. 
Meeting 8:30 a.m. till 12:00 noon  

 
Holiday Inn Will owbrook 
7800 S. Kingery Highway 

Will owbrook, Il 
Hotel Front Desk: 630-325-6400 

 
Cost: $0.00 !! ! 

 
For International Service Chairs, Community 
Service Chairs, AG’s, Club Off icers, and any 

other interested Rotarians. 
 

Great information for those wanting to learn 
more abou t the grant process and h ow it all 

works . 
 

RSVP by July 14th  
Ask your club p resident for registration form 

 

0 HPRULDO�WR�$$ OOEEHHUUW�W�55 ����77KKLLHHUUQQDDXX�
- XQH��� ��� � � �� ² �- XO\ �� ��� � �� �
 
 
 
 
 
 
After graduating from Thornton High School, Al went on to earn a 
bachelor degree at Cornell College in Iowa, and a Masters degree 
in Sociology at the University of Pennsylvania in 1954. His early 
employers included Stateville Correctional Center in Joliet and the 
Jones Memorial Community Center in Chicago Heights. Al later 
entered the Life Insurance business as an agent for Massachusetts 
Mutual and in 1957 founded Thiernau Financial Services, Inc., 
currently celebrating 50 years of service in Homewood. He was 
affili ated with many professional organizations during his career 
and was the past president of the Chicago Chapter of CLU & ChFC 
Chapter.  
 
In the Homewood community, Al was active with Boy Scout 
Troop 364, a School Board Member and Board President, School 
District 153, a Sunday school teacher, and active member of the 
Rotary Club of Homewood. He began his long-time membership of 
the worldwide service organization, Rotary International, in 1969. 
He held many service positions in Rotary including Club President 
of the Homewood Club, 1973-74, District 645 Governor, 1983-84 
and Group Study Exchange Leader (leading young professionals to 
study culture and professions) to India in 1990.  Al was a Paul Har-
ris Fellow. 
 
Al moved from Homewood to Tempe Arizona in 1997. Today he is 
survived by wife, Sandra, daughter H. Suzanne (Ralph Royston) 
CA., son A. Richard (Donna), step-grandson Steven Zsinko, Crete, 
cousin Marcella Herr, Chicago, and stepdaughter Kimberly 
(David) Otten and four step-grandchildren, AZ. He was prede-
ceased by Hattie Mae (Schubert) Thiernau. A Funeral Mass in Ari-
zona will be held Monday, July 16, at St. Timothy Catholic Com-
munity, Mesa. A Memor ial Service will be held in Homewood, 
I lli nois on July 22, 2:00 p.m., at the First Presbyterian Church, 
17929 Gottschalk Ave., Homewood IL 60430, 708-798-0490. 
 
In lieu of flowers, remembrances can be made to Reverend Raja 
Charitable Trust (Started by Al in 1986). An educational assistance 
fund for Third World scholars coming to the Chicago area who 
will return to their own country. 17929 Gottschalk Ave., Home-
wood, IL 60430 or  The Homewood Rotary Foundation (Al helped 
in the formation in 1990). Supports youth and senior programs, an 
annual health fair and many other local and international humani-
tarian missions and projects. P.O. Box 1153, Homewood, IL 
60430. 
 
 Al exemplified the Rotary motto, ‘Service Above Self,’ and his 
own theme, ‘Bloom Where You’re Planted.’  May he share the 
joys and blessings of eternal l ife with our Lord. He is in our hearts 
and we live our lives as better people because of Al. 



 

Rotary in Pictures!! 
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Rotary Club of Western Springs and LaGrange team up!  A 
check in the amount of $15,000 was donated to LaGrange Me-
morial Hospital to assist with capital improvements. 
(L-R) Grant Dixon; Pres. of Western Springs, Steve Pleimling; 
Pres. of La Grange, and Beth Leuck; Foundation Executive 
Director. 

AG, George Harris  
presents plaque to  

outgoing New Lenox  
Rotary Club President, 

Stacy Holland. 

Stacy’s gift; a beautiful clock presented by newly installed 
President, Eric Wessel. 

Semi-Annu al Report Notice 
All clubs should have received their SAR by now.  Just to let eve-
ryone know, the insurance assessment for each active Rotarian 
per year is $2.71.  This is paid annually with the SAR.   
 
FYI:  Insurance assessment for Rotarians in California, Colorado, 
Idaho, Indiana, Ohio, Oregon, and Texas is more than what we 
pay!  

ATTENTION!! !! 
The Rotary International Convention for 2008-09 was 
originally slated for Korea.  There has been a change of 
venue.  It will now be in Birmingham, England. 
 
This change was voted on at the Salt Lake City Conven-
tion. 

Rotary Club o f Naperville Downtown 
New Location: Tessa’s Restaurant 

16 W. Jefferson Ave., Napervill e, IL  
630-357-9200 

Meeting Day: Wednesday 
Meeting time: 4:45 p.m. till 5:45 p.m. 

Www.rcndowntown.com   

Prayers are requested for Rotarian Bill Lauer (1964 and a 
past-president) from the Joliet club.  Bill suffered a rup-
tured brain aneurysm a couple of weeks ago and even 
though, that is very serious, the doctor’s feel that his prog-

nosis is great!  He is mentally alert and asking lots of questions.  
Rehab has begun and Bill may be moved to another rehab facility 
for additional help.  GET WELL QUICK, BILL! 

Sponsor for 2008 Distr ict Conference 
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Rotary Club Activities & Changes 

 
Change in Meeting T ime 

Morr is Rotary Club 
Begins July 1, 2007 

 
NEW TIME: 6:30 PM! 

 
Same Day: Tuesday 

Same Place: Morr is Country Club 

�
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Saturday, Augu st 11, 2007 
Twin Lakes Golf Course 

400 W. 59th St., Westmont 
630-852-7167 

Tee off t ime: 2:00 pm to Close 
 

Cost: $28 per person 
(includes greens fee, prizes, beverages, Hot Dog/Hamburger  

 
Please enclose check in the amoun t of $28 per person  

made payable to Westmont Rotary Club. 
 Mail to Rob Gunter 

Westmont Park District 
55 E. Richmond  

Westmont, Il 60559 
630-969-8080 

 
*** Include name, address, phon e, who you are playing 

with, and p referred tee time.   
Twin Lakes will notify you o f tee time. 

 

A VERY IMPORTANT MESSAGE FROM  
RI PRESIDENT !! 

 
From the desk of Wilfrid J. Wilkinson 
Rotary International President, 2007-08 
 
I extend my sincere personal greetings, and thank 
YOU for considering registering to participate in 
our Sharing the Magic of Rotary Presidential Con-
ference at South Bend on 27-28 July. 
 
Membership is critical to the future success of Ro-
tary! We all know that.  That’s why we are making 
it a focus and I will be there to greet you and par-
ticipate with you. 
 
This conference, in turn, is critical!  That’s why it 
will focus on change and will offer practical ways to 
increase membership, retain existing members, 
and extend Rotary through new clubs with the goal 
of ultimately bringing energizing changes to our 
local Rotary clubs. 
 
This conference will give you creative ideas, new 
solutions, proven strategies, and practical tactics 
you can take back to your clubs and your Rotari-
ans - tangible tools you can implement for real suc-
cess.  We value the contributions from each and 
every individual and we thank you, in advance, for 
taking a precious summer weekend from your fam-
ily, professional and other personal responsibilities 
to be with us in this very important event. 
 
By choosing to participate, you are the perfect ex-
ample of how Rotary Shares and we know you will 
not be disappointed as we explore new ways to 
Share the Magic of Rotary. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
Wilf Wilkinson 
President, Rotary International, 2007-2008 

See Page 7 for details of conference!!! 
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THE ROTARY FOUNDATION       
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Don’t forget to turn in your Club attendance to  
Lou Volodka 

lucandu@comcast.net 

 

(l-r)  AG David Woodcock, John Miller, Chairman 
Dick McKay, and President Mike Munro after john 
and Christie were inducted into the Bequest Society 
at the Bensenvill e Rotary club meeting on 5-29-07. 

 
          Fund raising Cruise for  
             Alli ance for Smiles 
  Hosted by PDG Sue Smallwood  

 
Depart San Juan, Puerto Rico   

January 27, 2008 
7-day Southern Caribbean Cruise 

 
Visit St. Thomas/St. John, Dominica,  

Barbados, St. Kitts,  
 Overnite in La Romana/Casa del Campo 

 
Cost per person (includes taxes, fees) starts at $514 pp 

 
Deposit of $250 per person du e by Augu st 21. 

For reservations or information 
Call Mike Smith at 630-330-3595 

Bradley-Bourbonn ais Rotary Club  
Golf Outing 

July 26, 2007 
Bon Vivant Coun try Club 

$75 per person 
11:30 am: Registration 

                                     11:45 am—Lun ch 
                12:45 pm: Shotgun Start 

                     5:00 pm: Prizes and Social Hour 
                   Spon sored by Illino is Rep: Lisa Dugan 

 
                     To register, please call Rich Howell  

                  815-791-7347 

June 2 0 0 7  A t t end ance Jun 
Ran

k

M ay 
Ran

k

A p r  
Ran

k C l ub
Jun 
Pct

M ay 
Pct

A p r  
Pct

#    
M t g

To t  
M em

16 39 43 Add ison 73 60 56 4 20
42 35 43 Aurora 56 63 56 4 74
8 8 6 Aurora Sunrise 78 79 83 4 26

49 22 6 Aurora-Naperville 50 70 83 4 12
39 46 31 Bensenville 58 58 65 4 20
49 55 55 Berwyn 50 50 50 4 12
 39 31 Blue Island-Crestwoo d 60 65 4 16

54 60 62 Bolingbroo k 47 47 41 4 36
54 39 53 Bradley-Bourbonnais 47 60 52 4 53
1 4 10 Broadview 92 84 75 4 13

26 27 21 Broo kfield-Riverside 68 67 71 4 14
47 38 24 Channahon-M inoo ka 51 61 70 4 23
62 64 64 Chicago 32 24 22 4 198
 57 28 Chicago-Far North 49 68 5 24

30 12 24 Chicago Financial District 65 76 70 4 34
57 31 63 Chicago Heights 44 65 40 4 26
36 46 49 Chicago Lakeview 61 58 54 4 20
19 10 21 Chicago Northwest 71 78 71 3 14
49 43 43 Chicago O'Hare 50 59 56 4 29
4 25 10 Chicago Southeast 88 69 75 3 21

59 60 59 Chicago-Near South 43 47 47 4 30
19 43 37 Cicero 71 59 61 3 23
49 15 55 Countryside 50 75 50 4 13
38 35 14 Darien 59 63 73 3 32
44 51 46 Downers Grove 52 54 55 3 51
31 19 10 Dwight 64 73 75 4 20
31 27 21 Elmhurst 64 67 71 4 65
49 52 55 Elmhurst M orning 50 53 50 4 16
40 46 49 Evergreen Park 57 58 54 6 18
24 11 37 Franklin Park 69 77 61 4 12
33 31 42 Hinsdale 63 65 59 5 60
57 52 61 Hinsdale-Oak Broo k Gateway 44 53 44 4 14
5 1 3 Homewoo d 81 97 86 4 64

13 15 26 Joliet 74 75 69 4 152
60 63 49 Kankakee 41 45 54 4 40
22 12 9 La Grange 70 76 77 5 43
43 43 60 Lansing 53 59 45 5 14
2 5 26 Lisle 91 83 69 4 24

16 19 18 Lockport 73 73 72 4 56
33 31 40 M anteno 63 65 60 4 25
11 6 18 M att eson 75 81 72 4 22
13 12 8 M aywoo d 74 76 81 4 28
   M elrose Park 4 9

35 50 30 M oraine Valley (Palos Hills) 62 55 66 4 13
44 59 40 M orris 52 48 60 4 29
5 22 14 Naperville 81 70 73 4 159

22 18 Naperville Downtown 70 70 72 4 27
10 27 29 Naperville Sunrise 76 67 67 3 109
44 39 34 New Lenox 52 60 63 4 31
37 25 33 Norridge-Harwoo d Heights 60 69 64 4 14
9 15 10 Oak Broo k 77 75 75 4 13

27 54 36 Oak Forest 67 52 62 4 26
3 3 2 Oak Lawn 89 87 88 4 24

27 27 34 Oak Park-River Forest 67 67 63 4 101
47 49 54 Orland Park 51 56 51 4 70
16 8 14 Oswego 73 79 73 4 50
11 2 5 Park Forest 75 88 84 4 32
40 55 58 Plainf ield 57 50 48 4 27
13 18 3 Romeoville 74 74 86 4 21
5 34 14 Shorewoo d 81 64 73 4 12

19 60 52 Tinley Park-Frankfort 71 47 53 4 17
27 6 1 Western Springs 67 81 89 4 19
56 21 37 Westmont 45 72 61 4 28
24 35 46 Wilmington 69 63 55 4 18
61 57 46 Woo dridge 40 49 55 3 19

To t al  D i s t r i c t  M emb er ship 2 3 7 5
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Nor th Central US ~ Zones 27 & 28 
 

Where: Century Center, South Bend, Indiana 
 

Who: 
    Club Membership Development Chairs  
  
 2007-08 Club Presidents 
  
 Distr ict Membership Development Committee members 

  
 2007-08 Distr ict Governors 

   
 Every Rotar ian enthused to build Rotary 

 
Convener:  RI Director Mike Johns  

Chair : PRIVP / TRF Trustee Lou Piconi 
 

Facili tators: 
    Zone 27 RI Membership Coordinator Terry Mueller, PDG  

               
    Zone 28 RI Membership Coordinator Jim Ives, PDG 

 
Fr iday, 27 July: 2 – 6 PM: Registration 

6:15 PM: Reception & RI President Wilf Wilkinson’s welcome 
Saturday, 28 July: continental breakfast, lunch and breakout sessions 

 
Registration: $75 per person (club’s should subsidize fees) 

Register on line at http://www.zones27-28.org/ 
Once registered, confirmation and additional details will follow! 

 

Register Now For  July 27 & 28, 2007 
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Distr ict 6450 Calendar of Events 
IMPORTANT DATES TO REMEMBER! 

_________2007_________ 
 

 
 
July 13   Ambassadorial Scholarship applications due 
 
July 13-15  Youth Exchange Summer Conference, 
   Grand Rapids, MI 
 
July 21   Grant Seminar.  Holiday Inn Will owbrook 
   8:00 am Continental Breakfast.  Meeting  
                              follows.  See Page 3. 
 
July 27-28  Very Important! Membership Conference 
   South Bend, Ind iana (See Page 7) 
 
Augu st 1  GSE Team Leader applications due for  
   2007-08  
 
Augu st 8  Social with D6440: Baseball at White Sox 
   Park 
 
Augu st 15  Job 1 Committee Meeting, Oak Lawn Hil ton 
   6:00 pm   
 
Augu st 18  GSE Team Leader Interviews to District 2090
   Italy 
 
Augu st 25  Ambassadorial Scholar Interviews 
 
 
September 2—9  Zone Institute  -  GETS  -  Davenpo rt, Iowa  

 
 

From the Editor’s Desk 
 

Thank you to all the Rotarians who made this 
issue possible, especially Lou Mule, Larry Byers, 
Lou Volodka, and Susie Johnson.    
 
Share Rotary with friends and colleagues dur-
ing the month of July.  Invite someone to your 
meeting. 
 
This is your newsletter! Take advantage of the 
opportunity to let all of us know what’s going 
on in your club! Keep sending your wonderful 
articles and news. 

Distr ict 6450 Governor ’s Newsletter 
“ The Bir thplace Beacon”  

 
Deadline to submit ar ticles:  

5th of the month for the issue dated the 
15th and the 20th of the month for the 

issue dated the 30th 
 
 

  Email : D6450news@msn.com 
   
  Phone: 708-361-1177   
  Fax: 708-361-6409 
 
  Mail : Kathy Kobak 
             25 Moor ings Dr ive 
             Palos Heights, IL 60463 

                                        WEBSITE UPDATE 
 
The Home page has been refined with new additions and pages: 
 
1. Art’s Safari: all the announcements and upcoming events from the district with links to 

appropriate pages! 
2. DG Art has his own b log!!  This is linked to our home page and will be easy to follow!  

Keep checking for his messages. 
3. More pages to make li fe easier!  Click on the website update pages to see what Susie has been working 

on.  Click on the Rotary wheels. 
4. District facts:  Visit this to find out concrete information about our District. 
5. Newsletter back issues or District Reports: Visit the Archives page   
6. Password for the new directory is available over the phone.  Call the Webmaster, Susie Johnson , your 

club p resident, or your AG. 
7. The best way to find anything on the website is by using the “ site index.”  
8. If you find any broken links, contact Webmaster, Susie Johnson at CJohnson0969@comcast.net or call 

815-942-1838. 
9. The Litt le People and small Rotary wheels are links to flyers or pdf forms or maybe pho tos.  Click on them 

for more information. 


