
 

August 30, 2007                  “ Membership & Extension Month”              www.rotary6450.org             

GSE WILL TRAVEL TO DISTRICT 2090  
IN ITALY!!  

MAY 10 TO JUNE 9, 2008 
LOOKING FOR  

TEAM MEMBERS! 
Applications due October 1, 2007 

Interviews and Social Event 
October 19 & 20, 2007 

 
PROGRAM CONTACTS: 

Michele Thornton,(Oak Forest Rotary Club)  
District GSE Coordinator 

Ph: 708-752-8282; email : mlt@thorntonp owell.com 
 

John Keane (Oak Forest Rotary Club)  
GSE Outbound Coordinator 

jkeane99@gmail .com 
734 Cottonwood Road  Frankfort IL, 60423 

 
LINKS: 

District Site: 
www.rotary6450.org/pages/group studyexchange.asp 
 
International Site: 
www.rotary.org/found ation/educational/gse 
 
SEE INFORMATION  

GSE 
GROUP STUDY  

EXCHANGE 2007-08 
Italy 

Changing L ives & Fostering Peace  
One Relationship At A Time 

 
STEPS: 
 
1. Applicants read about the program to ensure that they are able   
       and willing to fulfill obligations . (see links for Rotary Interna-  
       tional site) 
 
2.    Ensure that your employer will allow you to be away for  
       4 ½ weeks. 
 
3. Ensure that you are free to travel to Italy -  
       May 10 - June 9, 2008 
 
4.    Ensure you are free to attend Rotary District 6450 Conference  
       May 2-May 4, 2008 . weekend in Wisconsin. 
 
5.    Commit to orientation program that requires 40-60 hours over a  
       six month period, including attending 2-3 Rotary meetings with  
       host club.  Commitment upon returning home includes 3-5 
       presentations at local Rotary Clubs, and District Foundation  
       Seminar in November of 2008. 
 
6.    Obtain an application from the district website. 
 
7.    Applicants submit five elements 
 
          A. Rotary International application form, including essay on 
      why you want to participate in this program. 
 
          B. District 6450 Supplemental Materials. 
 
1. Describe your international travel experience and what you 

have learned from it. 
 
2.    Describe Northeast Illinois (city of Chicago, south to Kankakee,  
       southwest to Morris, west to Oswego) to a person in another  
       country who has never visited the U.S. 
 
3.    Your resume 
 
4.    Sponsorship agreement from a local Rotary club in District 6450 
 
5. Finalists will interview with Selection Committee and participate    
       in Social Event. 
 
6. District 6450 announces team members between October 21      
       and November 1, 2007 

TEAM LEADER WILL BE 
Ruth Mc Laren from Oak Park-River Forest Rotary 

ALTERNATE: Stan Keeler from Oswego Rotary 
CONGRATULATIONS!!!!  

Issue Number 4 
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“The goal of the PolioPlus program is the global certification of polio eradication.  By eradication, WHO, the Global Commis-
sion on Certification, and Rotary mean the interruption of the transmission of the wild poliovirus.” 
 
“As part of the global polio eradication effort in 2006, over 375 million children were vaccinated in 36 countries using 2.1 billion doses of 
oral polio vaccine.” 

 
 

Chicago Near South Rotary invites you to the  
 

"Annu al Family Fitness Walk "  
PROMOTING HEALTH IN THE NEIGHBORHOOD 

 
                 Bronzevill e/South Loop  Annu al 3.5 Mile Fitness Walk 
                                    Saturday, September 22, 2007 
                                         9:30 a.m. until 1:30 p.m. 

Route:  21st Street  North to Lakefront,  
South to 31st Street (Turn around ) 

 
Host site: Willie Dixon’s Blues Garden  

2120 S. Michigan Avenue 
Family Fun – Health Screening – Snacks   

Entertainment - Raff le Prizes  
 

PRE-REGISTER UNTIL SEPT. 9th 
Kids und er 13yrs. $3, Teens $5,  
Adults $12, Seniors 63yrs, $10 

Phys ically Challenged / non-walkers, pay-half 
 

Make checks payable to: N-F-P: (Money Order Preferred) 
BODYPARTS SENIOR FITNESS FOUNDATION (BSF) 

                                                             Box 16041, Chg., IL 60616 
 

Registration from 9:30 a.m.  -  10:00 a.m. 
                                                                 Cost to register at doo r: $15.00 
 

For Registration, Spon sorship, and/or Vendo r Table 
Call 773-509-6842 

www.bodypartsfitness.com  (Health & Wellness) 
www.ideatrainers.com/cecili abrantley (Fitness) 

      bodypartsfitness@sbcglobal.net (Email ) 
 

Certificate of Participation for the “ Young est” & “ Oldest Walker”  
 

We Loo k Forward To Seeing You In Good Health: Rain or Shine ! 

DO NOT FORGET 
TO DONATE!!! ! 
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  GET YOUR “ ASK” IN GEAR 
 

Membership is important to your Club, your District, and 
this place that we call the world.  Rotary must grow. The 
world’s population is growing and so are the many chal-
lenges we face. 
 
I assume that you have many ideas about membership 
growth for your Club.  What will you do to put those ideas 
to work?  Here is what I ask you to do. 
 
Make a commitment to take these steps to grow member-
ship within the NEXT 60 days. 
 
1. Identify, orient and have your club approve a new  
      member whom you have proposed. 
 
2. Take 15 minutes to think about membership, whether       
       it is for your Club or District.  What are the biggest  
       opportunities to improve membership growth and  
       retention for your Club? 
 
3. Make a list of the best ideas you have.  If the list is  
      long divide it into categories, such as retention, attract-     
      ing new members diversity etc. 
 
4. Reaffirm your commitment to membership growth and  
      invite others to join you in taking positive steps to im 
      prove membership. 
 
Polio does not go away unless someone delivers the vac-
cine. Children do not enjoy safe water unless someone 
decides to drill wells. Membership will only grow if you and 
your fellow members find, engage, and involve 
more men and women in Rotary. 
 
The world needs Rotary more now than ever.  It needs our 
service, our integrity, and our impact. The world also 
needs Rotary membership now more than ever. So as you 
continue your Rotary “Safari” this year, we ask that you 
give just one gift to Rotary. That gift is not in the form of 
money or material things.  The gift that your membership 
team is asking of you is to give the gift of Rotary to at least 
one other person this Rotary year.  There is no better gift 
to give someone else than that of Rotary membership. 
 
Remember, someone gave you that same gift when you 
were asked to join Rotary, so why not SHARE 
that gift and the wonderful world of Rotary 
with someone else. 
What will you do in the next 60 days? 
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DG Ar t Davis  2007-08 
DG6450 

ARE YOU WEARING YOUR  
ROTARY PIN TODAY???  

   
$OO�5RWDULDQV�DUH�HQFRXUDJHG�WR�ZHDU�WKHLU�SLQV�WR�
VKRZ�SULGH�LQ�PHPEHUVKLS�DQG�DOVR�WR�DGYHUWLVH�WKLV�
JUHDW�RUJDQL]DWLRQ����

�
%H�SURXG�WR�EH�D�5RWDULDQ��

A message from the Governor... 

Blue Island-Crestwood Rotary 
Builds a Gazebo! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Centennial Project comes to fruition!  Located on the corner 
of York & Western, the gazebo has provided many hours of 
enjoyment for the residents of Blue Island.  The Rotary club 
plans on adding some benches and carpet later this year! 

From the Downers Grove Rotary Club 
 
Prayers are needed for Downers Grove Rotarian, Charles 

Dickerman.  He underwent surgery to remove a large brain tumor in 
mid-August.  Charles and his wife, Barbara are long-time bagpipers 
and a problem was first noticed when Charles had difficulty with the 
bagpipes. 
 
Charles is the sole remaining Charter Member of the club, has been 
club president twice, and one of Rotary’s earliest Ambassadorial 
Scholars and spent a year in England.  He is a retired scientist from 
Argonne National Laboratory and currently editor of the club’s 
newsletter, The Keyway. 
 
Further reports indicate Charles is doing well and recuperating.  
Our thoughts and prayers are with Charles and Barbara and their 
family.    

GET WELL SOON! 
 



Rotary in Pictures!! 
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A coup le of very active Rotarians… 
 

Did you know that Ted Gifford has helped to start 28 Rotary clubs?  
He is truly an example of a dedicated Rotarian, who lives the Rotary 
motto, Service Above Self.  Ted has a friend.  His name is Ray 
Vavra, another Rotarian form Ted’s La Grange club.   
 
Ted and Ray deliver Meals on Wheels to area seniors.  While out 
on a run one day, Ted suffered a heart attack and Ray was there to 
rush him to the hospital, thus saving Ted’s life.  (We are all very 
grateful for that)  Ray, being a busy man like Ted also visits veter-
ans at Hines V.A. Hospital and works with the Society of St. Vincent 
DePaul providing resources to people in financial straits. 

THUS... 
 

The 2007 recipient of the  
Ted Gifford Award for  

Outstanding Community Service 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CONGRATULATIONS RAY!!!   

Sponsor for 2008 Distr ict Conference 

Harris ® is a trade name used by Harris N.A. and its  
affiliates.  Member FDIC 
 
         www.harrisbank.com 

On a Mission o f Love 
 
Chicago Northwest Rotarians and sisters, Lorena Alva-
rez and Maggie traveled to Durango, Mexico, where they 
met their other sister, Guadalupe Alvarez De La Pena to 
deliver much needed items to La Casa Hogar. 
 
This house, built one year ago cares for 120 children 
with handicaps and those who have been abandoned or 
abused. 
 
Chicago Northwest donated over $3000 in items such as 
washers, dryers, blenders, irons, a projector, food proc-
essor and a big bag of treats for the children. 
 

GREAT JOB !! 
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Rotary Club News & Activities 

 

Oak Lawn Rotary 
Change of Meeting Days 

Effective October 1, 2007 
Oak Lawn Rotary will be meeting on the  

2nd & 4th Mond ay of each month 
Time 12:15 p.m. 

Same Place: Oak Lawn Hil ton 
9333 S. Cicero  Oak Lawn, IL 60453 

Hil ton: 708-425-7800 
Club Contact: Kathy Kobak 

708-361-1177 
www.oaklawnrotary.org 

 
(We were selected to be a part of the Meeting Frequency 

Pilot Program with Rotary International) 

Tie One On!!!  
Celebrity  

Ties and Scarves Auction 
 

SAVE THE DATE!!  
Rotary Club o f Chicago Financial District 

 
Will host a fund raiser on  

Saturday November 10, 2007 
Place: Union L eague Club 

Time: 6:30 p.m. 
Cost $175 per person 

 
Proceeds will benefit various Rotary projects 

 
Stay tuned for more details... 

 

 
PRESIDENT’S ROUNDTABLE & MEMBERSHIP SEMINAR 

Rick Quackenbu sh, Trainer 
DGE Michael Slevnik, Membership 

 
              Saturday, September 22, 2007 

 
          The Oaks Hotel & Conference Center 

          300 S. Frontage Rd.  Burr Ridge, IL 60527 
          (SW quadrant of I-55 and Coun ty Line Road) 

 
Registration & Free Continental Breakfast  7:30 am—8:00 am 

Cost: $ 0.00   
 

Club Presidents and AG’s 
Attend Round table and Membership Seminar 

8:00 am  - 12:30 pm 
 

Membership Chairs, Committee Members, Off icers, and Interested Rotarians 
10:30 am  -  12:30 pm 

 
Registration must be receive by September 14, 2007 

Register with Rick Quackenbu sh 
Phon e: 630-844-5319  Fax: 630-961-9320 

Email: rwq46@comcast.net 
See registration form on District Website,  

http://www.rotary6450.org/pages/districtt raining.asp 
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TRF  TRF    
     DISTRICT 6440 & 6450 and  

         THE ROTARY FOUNDATION’S 
 

 ESTATE PLANNING & PLANNED GIVING SEMINAR 
 
How many times a week is someone offering you a free 
meal to discuss their company’s Estate Planning vehicles?  
There are many options but there are basics everyone 
needs to know.  Rotary Districts 6440 and 6450 are not of-
fering you a meal but we are also not selling you anything.  
We will be conducting an Estate Planning Seminar to give 
you unbiased, critical retirement planning information that is 
needed by everyone.  Oh yes!  At the same time, we will 
demonstrate how charitable giving through the Rotary Foun-
dation can be an effective part of your estate plan.   
 
There is no charge for this seminar but space is limited.  
You will need an invitation to attend.  The seminar will be 
held at Tessa’s Restaurant, 16 West Jefferson Street in Na-
perville on Thursday October 4th.  We are starting at 1:30 
and you will be done by 4:30.  The speakers include an out 
of state Professional Estate Planner, key Rotary Foundation 
Major Gift staff, and fellow Rotarians who have already ad-
dressed their Estate Planning needs. 
 
If you are interested in receiving a seminar invitation please 
fill out the attached Invitation Request Form or Contact: 
 
PDG Tadashi Enami at 847-883-9001 or  
tadashienatr@aol.com 
 
PDG Chris Reilly at 630-969-3640 or chris@chrisreilly.org 
 

SEE FORM BELOW 

 
Each year thousands of young people take part in the Ro-
tary Youth Leadership Awards (RYLA) program worldwide.  
Young people are chosen for their leadership potential to  
attend workshops to discuss leadership skills and to learn 
those skills through practice.  RYLA aims to: 
 
 ‡�� Demonstrate Rotary’s respect and concern for   
     youth; 
 ‡  Provide an effective training experience for selected       
     youth and po tential leaders; 
 ‡  Encourage leadership o f youth by youth; and 
 ‡  Recogn ize pub licly young p eople who are rendering     
     service to their communities. 
 
Come join us at Aurora University’s George Williams Cam-
pus on Lake Geneva for a weekend of leadership training 
and for a chance to meet 80 students from Chicago and 
suburban high schools and Rotary Youth Exchange stu-
dents from around the world.  Bus transportation to and from 
the Campus will be provided along with housing and food for 
the weekend. 
 
For more information, contact your local Rotary Club or call 
or email the following RYLA committee chairs: 
 
Jerry Lordan (Oak Park) 708-386-0127 x114 
glordan@fenwickfriars.com 
 
Linda Yates (LaGrange) 708-3522565 
lyates@starkeychemical.com  
 
Go to d istrict website, www.rotary6450.org to do wnload 
forms 

OCTOBER 12-14, 2007 

THE ROTARY FOUNDATION, ZONE 27 
ROTARY INTERNATIONAL 

 PLANNED GIVING / ESTATE PLANNING SEMINAR 
 

              Invitation Request Form 
 
 Place: Tessa's Restaurant    Date & Time:  Thursday, October 4, 2007 
      16 West Jefferson Street, Naperville             1:30 – 4:30 pm  
           
Yes, I / We want to attend this Seminar.  Please send invitation / information. 
(Please Print) 
 
Name of Rotarian:                                       Name of Spouse:__________________________                
 
Club & District: ______________________________________________________________________________________                
�
Address:___________________________________________________________________________________________                
 
Phone: _____________________Fax:__________________E-Mail_____________________________________________                 
 
Please fill in information and send to: 
Chris Reilly:  18 West 229, Holly Avenue, Darien, IL 60561 or Fax: 630-969-2949 
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Multi-Club Fund raiser!   Huge Success ! 
Rotary Clubs of Bolingb rook, Darien, Wood ridge, 
Romeovill e, Brookfield, Westmont, and Lo ckport 

 
Harry Potter’s ‘MAGIC’ Reaches Around the World 

Benefitting Cambodian orphans 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
100% of the admission fee was donated by Ted Bulthaup, owner of 
the Hollywood Boulevard Cinema in Woodridge, in order to fund a 
Rotary Matching Grant. 

“ Back to Schoo l”  Bud Bil liken Parade 
 

Chicago Southeast Rotary Club  
DGE Mike Slevnik 
& NBC Channel 5 
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The Rotary Clubs of 
District 6450 

 
JOB 1  SEPTEMBER SUMMIT 
Tuesday, September 18, 2007 

 
Moraine Valley Community College 

10900 S. 88th Ave.  ” ��3DORV�+LOOV��,/� �� � � �  
Building C: College Center 

Moraine Rooms 2 & 3 
 

Check-in 5:30 p.m.  ” ��� ' LQQHU�DW�� � ��� S�P � 
Cost $15.00 per person 

 
Join Rotarians and program partners from throughout the 
District 6450 area to learn more about Job 1, a new Rotary 
Vocational Service program that’s changing lives’ and chang-
ing Rotary clubs!  Club representatives interested in signing 
on as their club’s Job 1 Coordinator are especially invited to 
attend and will be receiving comprehensive program materi-
als and support information to get Job 1 up and running.   
 
Hear from Moraine Valley Community College staff from the 
Workforce Development and Community Relations Depart-
ment on how to be a mentor to Job 1 students and others, 
and listen as past participants share their experiences as 
interns, advisors, and employers. 
 

R.S.V.P. by September 14, 2007 to  
Andie Thomalla at 

athomalla@leitnerinc.com or call 312-372-3900 

 
          Rotaract Club o f Chicago 
                    is having a 
            SCAVENGER HUNT! 
 
The clues are all planned, 

the city is at our feet, 
we just need you to register 
and we'll all hit the streets! 

 
Please register ASAP for the Rotaract Chicago  

Amazing Scavenger Hunt!  
The registration deadline is September 1. 

 
Register on-line at www.rotaractchicago.org  

(click Scavenger Hunt)  
or use the direct URL below. 

http://www.rotaractchicago.org/page/24/ 
 

If you are new to the city and/or need a partner, email  
racechicago@gmail.com.  

We'll match you up with a Rotaractor who  
knows their way around Chicago.  

More good news...after party drinks will be half-price. 
 

Thanks and please let us know if you have any questions. 
We hope to see you at the Amazing Scavenger Hunt on 

September 8! 
 

Teresa and Krin 
racechicago@gmail.com 
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Distr ict 6450 Calendar of Events 
IMPORTANT DATES TO REMEMBER! 

_________2007-2008_________ 
 
September 2—9  Zone Institute  -  GETS  -  Davenpo rt, Iowa  
 
September 18  Job 1 Summit 
 
September 22  President’s Round table and Membership  
   Seminar: The Oaks in Burr Ridge 
 
September 27  PDG Dinner and State of the District Address  
   Clara’s in Wood ridge, Invitations to follow 
 
October 12-14  RYLA Weekend:  George Williams College 
   Willi ams Bay, Wisconsin 
 
October 20  GSE Team Member Interviews Dist. 2090 
   Italy 
 
November 3  Youth Exchange Outbound Interviews 
 
November 7  Interviews for 2010-2011 District Governor 
 
November 10  District Foundation Seminar 
 
December 8  Youth Exchange / Chicago Overnight 
   Party 
 
December 9  Youth Exchange / Western Springs Party 
 
December 25  Merry Christmas! 
 
January 1  Happy New Year!  
 
January 4-6, 2008 Strategic Planning Retreat 

From the Editor’s Desk 
 

Thank you to all the Rotarians who made this 
issue possible, especially Lou Mule, Lou Volodka, 
and Susie Johnson.    
 
“Volunteering is a way to steady one’s soul in a 
shifting world”   Rotarian Ray Vavra 
 
This is your newsletter! Take advantage of the 
opportunity to let all of us know what’s going 
on in your club! Keep sending your wonderful 
articles and news. 
                                         
   Kathy Kobak, Editor 
  

Distr ict 6450 Governor ’s Newsletter 
“ The Bir thplace Beacon”  

 
Deadline to submit ar ticles:  

5th of the month for the issue dated the 
15th and the 20th of the month for the 

issue dated the 30th 
 
 

  Email : D6450news@msn.com 
   
  Phone: 708-361-1177   
  Fax: 708-361-6409 
 
  Mail : Kathy Kobak 
             25 Moor ings Dr ive 
             Palos Heights, IL 60463 

                                        WEBSITE UPDATE 
 
The Home page has been refined with new additions and p ages: 
 
1.  To sign up for Rotary license plates, go to  
       http://www.rotary6450.org/too ls/fckeditor/UploadFolder/PLATE%20REQUEST%20FORM.pdf 
       On 8-29-07, the Governor signed the law for ROTARY License plates!! ! 
 
2. To download Governor-Nominee Data Form go to 
       http://www.rotary6450.org/too ls/fckeditor/UploadFolder/GOVERNOR%20NOMINEE%20Form%2010-G.pdf 
 
3. Rotary Basics ready for download on ou r website.  Great too l for recruiting! 
      http://www.rotary6450.org/too ls/FCKeditor/UploadFolder/RotaryBasics07.pdf 
 
4. All new membership brochures from RI are now on the Membership pages under Club Service.  Especially note 
      http://www.rotary6450.org/pages/membershipretention.asp,  
      http://www.rotary6450.org/pages/newclubd evelopment.asp, and  
      http://www.rotary6450.org/pages/clubsuppo rt.asp  
 
 


