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Service Above Self and Rotary 
Thanks to Rotary, I have had an opportunity to witness an amazing humanitar-
ian outreach last month.  Our Rotary District 6450 supported an Alliance for 
Smiles mission trip to Jiujiang, China that took from April 13 to the 27th.  The 
participating club’s and individual contributions made it possible to surgically 
repair 115 children with 139 procedures who were born with cleft lip and/or cleft 
palate abnormalities.  In addition to the financial support this district gave, nine 
Rotarians from our district participated by traveling to China with the medical 
team.  The Rotarians and the twenty-three members of the medical team trav-
eled and worked together to make dreams come true for these 115 families.  
Also, a permanent Cleft Clinic has been established at the Jiujiang University 
Hospital.  I was privileged and honored to be a part of the ceremony and unveil-
ing of a permanent brass Rotary plaque hanging on the front of the hospital. 
 
While recovering from jet lag, I reflected on the trip.  It is amazing to me the 
stark difference between what we have and what these people from the coun-
tryside of China  have.  They can barely make a living off of the land.  They are 
still using water buffalo for help in the field and rice paddies.  In meeting them 
and shaking their hands, it was clear they work very hard, as their hands were 
calloused from working the fields.  They looked upon us anxiously as a light 
that brought them hope for a brighter future for their child.  It’s a wonderful feel-
ing to be able to lift up the hearts of people and give them hope, where before 
they were broken hearted because their child was born with this cleft lip or pal-
ate, both of which brings disappointment and shame to their family. 
 
That stark difference between their lives and ours was compounded by a feel-
ing of great emotion when remembering the team of volunteers and medical 
staff that gave two weeks of their busy lives to reach out and help people half 
way around the world.  The team worked tirelessly during eight days of surgery 
in four operating rooms.  In addition there were two days of clinic assessment 
and follow-up.  The days started at 6:30 am and we returned to the hotel 
around 6:00 or later at night.  We had only one day free to rest.  The team was 
inspired to make a difference and the gallant efforts expended were nothing 
short of remarkable. 
 
We live in a blessed nation and have so much to give to others.  I encourage all 
of my Rotarian friends to join in a mission effort every year.  It will change you 
forever and change how you see Rotary and our neighbors across the globe.  
Make Service Above Self a part of your life…the rewards you will receive will 
far exceed the energy you expend. 
 
DG Sue 
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AURORA NOON ROTARY 

VOCATIONAL / COMMUNITY SERVICE PROJECT 
 

“ Mock trial” , with area college students, took place at the  
Aurora 16th Jud icial Court at the Aurora Police Department.   

 
The Hono rable Jud ith Brawka volunteered her time to  

preside over the trial which was a hypothetical civil case involving a motorcyc le accident.   
Aurora Noon Rotary may make this an annu al event. 

�
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Community Service Awards for March, April and May: 
We are happy to announce : 

 
The March Award winners: 
That the Bradley-Bourbonnais Rotary Club receives the award for their handicapped accessible park, which was recently opened. 
 
That the Darien Rotary Club receives the award for meeting with the elderly at the Carmelite Carefree Village once a month, top ten luncheon for sen-
iors students, and Grants for specific needs for individuals giving back to the community. 
 
That the Homewood Rotary Club receives the award for being involved with the 22nd Annual Community Health Fair, and Homewood Handicap Medi-
cal Closet projects which loans medical equipment for short and long term use. 
 
The April Award winners: 
That the Aurora Rotary Club receives an award for holding a “Mock Trial” with students from Waubonsee Community College and Aurora University 
which involved attorneys, judges, professors, police officers and  students in the mock trial at the local court. 
 
That Hinsdale Rotary Club  receives the award for being involved in their community with projects such as the Black feet Indian Reservation Immer-
sion School, Hinsdale Summer Reading Program with the local library, assisting with the Hinsdale Food Pantry. 
 
That the Lansing Rotary Club receives the award for its top ten award program for High School Seniors, gives out two scholarship for senior High 
School students, they hand out a Citizen Plaque, an Educator of the Year Plaque, give out a $500 award for a senior student going onto a trade school, 
and they make funds available for eagle scout projects, summer educational travel program for students. 
 
That the Plainfield Rotary Club receives the award for running a food pantry at Thanksgiving and Christmas, holds a recognition dinner for the top 
10%, gives out six scholarships of $1,000 each to deserving seniors for continuing education, and for cleaning up a section of Highway 159. 
 
May Award Winners: 
That the Bensenville Rotary Club has run a Coat drive in the fall for the poor and needy children in the community, supply manpower for a pop corn 
stand at ten concerts  and then uses the proceeds to benefit 10 charities, and their literacy program which provides books to two local libraries. 
 
That the Dwight Rotary Club receives the award for giving $100 to each student who enlists in the military, putting that student’s name on a plaque 
located in the Dwight High School and running Dwight Harvest Days flea market, donating back half the proceeds to the Harvest Day Committee to 
redistribute to the community for community activities and school activities through out the year. 
 
That the Lockport Rotary Club has built a Rotary Park with a dedication on May 12, 2007 at 11:00 a.m. 
 
I want to thank all of the clubs for submitting their award winning projects to the committee to judge this year.    
 
PDG Fred Otto 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
FELL OW ROTARIANS, 
 
There comes a time in our li ves when something very 
special happens and we don’ t know why. 
 
That something special happened today when I 
opened an email i nforming me that Rotary Interna-
tional President Wilf Wilkinson will be joining Dis-
trict 6450 for the installation of their 07-08 Gover-
nor. 
 
It appears to me that the honor of  having President 
Wilf attend is one that all Club Presidents, District 
Chairs, AGs, as well as all Past District Governors 
and members should support and enjoy. 
 
It is a rare occasion when we as Rotarians can host 
the R.I. President for anything because their schedule 
is so unbelievable . 
 
The Installation will be a perfect place to spend an 
evening getting to know our future leader. 
 
We have seating for only 300 and 150 seats have 
been taken.  If you intend to join us at the Zoo on 
June 30, 2007 at 4: P.M.,  please act fast and make a 
reservation.  Please register at 
www.artssafari@napervillerotary.com.  
 
“ Rotary Shares”  
 
Art Davis DG 07/08 
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Membership 
 

Worldwide membership in Rotary has remained about the 
same in the last 5 years.  However , in the United States and 
Canada membership has declined by 15,000 members.  
When we have a new member it is very important that we 
keep that member. Here is a checklist that each club should 
follow to ensure new member retention: 
 
1.   Or ientation by experienced Rotar ians. 
2. Make the induction ceremony special and invite their   
       spouse/significant other. 
3.   Assign the new member to a working committee. 
4.   Schedule classification speech promptly. 
5.   Have the new member be the greeter within one month. 
6. Experienced Rotar ians should attend a make up with  
      the new member . 
7.   Monitor new members attendance. 
8.   Encourage a new member to sponsor another member.  
 
     Michael Slevnik 
     District Governor Nominee  

DGN Michael Slevnik 2008-09 DGE Ar t Davis 2007-08 

ARE YOU WEARING YOUR  
ROTARY PIN TODAY???  

   
$OO�5RWDULDQV�DUH�HQFRXUDJHG�WR�ZHDU�WKHLU�SLQV�WR�
VKRZ�SULGH�LQ�PHPEHUVKLS�DQG�DOVR�WR�DGYHUWLVH�WKLV�
JUHDW�RUJDQL]DWLRQ����
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Rotary in Pictures!! 
 

New Lenox Rotarian, Jean Loftus, thanked Christine 
Demma for her presentation on her recent trip to Mexico 
with “I Care International”.   
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 2007 ROTARY INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION 
SALT L AKE CITY, UTAH! 

June 17 - 20, 2007 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In June of 2007, Rotar ians from around the wor ld will 
rendezvous in Utah,  

the hear t of the American Old West  
Register through the Rotary Convention 

www.rotary.org/events/conventions/2007/index 
�

5 HJLVWHU�EHIRUH�0 D\� �� VW�DQG�VDYH�� � � �
(International Conventions are the best, great oppo rtu-
nities to meet fellow Rotarians from all over the world.  

Take the family and make it a vacation!) 
 

RI Lun cheons,  
Family-friendly & Econo mical Host Events 

House of Friendship 
 

Sund ay, June 17th 
Great Northland Breakfast 

Marriott Hotel, Downtown Salt Lake City 
�

Featured Performers and Speakers:Featured Performers and Speakers:   
Opening Plenary Sess ion:  

Featured Performer; Donn y Osmond  
“ Welcome to Utah: Talents of Utah”  

 
Mond ay Plenary Sess ion 

“ Rotary In Action”  
Speakers: Jenny Horton, YE student f rom Australia 

Ambassadorial Scholars:  
Tom Ristamaki of Canada 
Hono rable Francis Moloi,  

South African High Commiss ioner to Ind ia 
 

Tuesday Plenary Sess ion: 
“ Role of the Charitable Found ation in Today’s World”  

Keynote Speaker; Will iam H. Gates, Sr. 
 

Wednesday Theme 
Rotary Oppo rtun ities for Service 

Speaker: Hyrum Smith, Found er of Franklin Quest 
 

Dynamic Breakout Sess ions Dynamic Breakout Sess ions   
Interactive Discussion Group sInteractive Discussion Group s  
The World Peace SymposiumThe World Peace Symposium  

(Special Pre(Special Pre--convention Meeting)convention Meeting)  
�

March 29, 2007:  Rotary Club of Bradley-Bourbonnais was 
presented with the Larry Power Community Excellence 
Award.  It was said that this club provides not only for the 
community, but internationally as well , and that they exem-
pli fy the components of the 4-Way Test and live the “Service 
Above Self” Rotary motto.   
 

You go BB Rotary!  What great PR for all of us! 
 
 Below:  4-Way Test Contest Winners for  

Bradley-Bourbonnais Rotary Club. 



������������  
  
 
 

�
 
 

Sund ay, June 10, 2007 
5K Run: 8:35 a.m. 

   5K Walk: 9:45 a.m. 
     Evanston, Illinois 

          East lawn of Norris Center  -  NU Campus 
�

Past RI President Carl-Wilhelm Stenhammar 
will serve as the official Race-Starter! 

Prizes ” �* DPHV�” �%%4�” �)X Q�” �)UHH�3DUNLQJ 
After the race… 

Rotary District 6440 & 6450 
“ Picnic on the Lake”    11:00 a.m. 

At the shores of Lake Michigan in Evanston 
All proceeds go to RI Polio Plus Partners Program 

To register, visit www.racetothefinish.org 
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Rotary Club Activities & Changes 

ROTARY NIGHT 
WITH 

THE CHICAGO FIRE 
Sunday, June 3, 2007 @ 6 PM 
 Toyota Park (71st & Har lem) 
             Ticket pr ice: 
             Adults: $65 

           Youth tickets: $35 (under 21 years old) 
           6:00  -  8:00 p.m. Buffet 
           Game Kickoff : 7:30 p.m. 

        R.S.V.P. www.rotaryone.org 
         Questions?? Contact 

         Er ic Dumais 708-496-6787  
         edumais@chicago-fire.com 

            or L isa Russ (Rotary One) 312-602-6769 
         lruss@cbiz.com 

 

         I t’s a  
    SHOW! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

On Water Street in downtown  
Wilmington, Illinois 

Where Route 102 meets Route 53  
(Old Route 66) 

 
Cars/Motorcycles/Trucks  

 
Saturday, June 23, 2007          

6:00-9:00pm  (Rain date June 30)  
or     

Saturday, Augu st 18, 2007  
6:00-9:00 pm (Rain date Augu st 25) 

 
 
�

 

Gates open at 5:00pm 
                $10 at the gate 
            T-shirts for first 50 
        Dash plaques for first 100 
         Good y bags for first 200 
 
  Troph ies awarded at 9:00 p.m. 
 
Contact www .rotaryofwilmington.com  
                     or 
Mike 815-458-2962 (5:00—10:00 pm) 

*** All proceeds go toward  
Rotary student scholarships  

and o ther charitable 
and community projects 

Hosted by 
Districts 6440 & 6450 

New Meeting Place ! 
Rotary Club o f Manteno 

Mond ay, 12:00 p.m. 
Manteno Golf Club 
7202 N 4000 E Road 
Manteno, IL 60950 

Phon e: 815-468-8827 

�2007 Jim Vrettos Memorial 
  “ Race to the Finish”  

To Eradicate Polio 

 

Loo king for a speaker? 
From July 16-20 

Shelter box will be in ou r area 
 

Contact 941-747-8500 or email 
info@shelterboxusa.org 

THIS IS A GREAT  
PROGRAM AND MANY CLUBS 

COULD PARTICIPATE! 
Visit www.shelterboxusa.org 

to find ou t more 
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GSE Team arr ived safe and sound .   
Welcome to the U.S.!   

Visit http://www.rotary6450.org/pages/
group studyexc hange.asp 

2008-09  
Ambassadorial Scholarship 

Applications  
 
The purpose of the Ambassadorial Scholarships program is to 
further international understanding and friendly relations 
among people of different countries.  
 
For the 2008-09 scholarship application cycle, Rotary  
District 6450 will accept applications for  
  ” �DFDGHPLF-year Ambassadorial Scholarships 
  ” �� -month cultural Ambassadorial Scholarships  
  ” �� -month cultural Ambassadorial Scholarships    
 
Completed applications are due to the district committee chair 
on Friday, July 13, 2007.   
 
Should your club applicant be selected as the winner of the 
District competition, your club will be responsible for  
covering expenses for your outbound Ambassadorial Scholar 
between the time he or she is selected until he or she departs 
for study as an Ambassadorial Scholar that are estimated at 
$1,100.  
 
For more information, go to www.rotary6450.org and click on 
the "The Foundation" section on the left navigation bar, then 
select "Ambassadorial Scholars." Once on the  
Ambassadorial Scholarships page, select the wheel for 
“Sponsor a Scholar”; click and you will find a pdf form.    
 
If you have questions regarding the scholarship  
app lication process, please contact District 6450  
Ambassadorial Scholarship Selection Committee Chair , 
Jane McDonald, at 773-868-0018 or via e-mail at 
jane_osullivan_mcdon ald@yahoo .com.  

Change of Meeting Place 
 

Dwight Rotary 
Wednesday, 12:10 p.m. 

Coun try Mansion Restaurant 
101 W. South St.     Dwight, IL 60420 

Phon e: 800-892-5969 

%ORJ�7DON�IURP�$SDUQD�.XPDU��$P EDVVDGRULDO�
6FKRODU���$SULO������ � � � ���0DODZL �
�
(Visit her at http://.aparnainmalawi.blogspot.com 
 
Hello friends and family!! 
 
It has been such a long time since I have written and I first of all apolo-
gize for that. When I last wrote, I had just completed a series of course 
modules (primary health care, malaria, and good clinical practice) that 
really changed the way that I was starting to think....and have given me 
the basic knowledge to look at the health care system in Malawi from an 
objective point of view. 

Cont’d from column 1 
 
I was then swamped with epidemiology and statistics for 2 weeks, which I 
found interesting but definitely not as unique as the last few modules. Not 
much more to say on that end other than 8-5 every day with additional eve-
ning sessions for 2 weeks was just too much class for me!! 
 
After that, my dear friend Alyx (from graduate school in New York) and I 
decided to travel. Alyx has been working for the Food and Agriculture Or-
ganization (FAO) in Lesotho for the past 6 months as a part of Global Ser-
vice Corps Seeds of Sustenance Fellows. We met in Jo’burg on a Tuesday 
night at a backpackers hostel. I had arrived there earlier in the day and was 
so excited to spend the day at a MALL of all places...drinking coffee and 
reading books. At night, Alyx finally arrived from Lesotho. She had all kinds 
of problems leaving because the opposition party had staged a walk out 
from work and banned all public transport. So, she had to leave Lesotho 
and rent a car from Bloemfoentain and then drive to JNB. When we met at 
night, I couldn’t believe that we were actually together on the continent. I 
remembered just 9 months before meting in New York and dreaming about 
the day we would meet in Africa and hoping and wishing our work would 
take us there....and here we were. We spent the night eating in our room 
and just generally taking in the news of our lives with one another…. 
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TRF  TRF    
THE ROTARY FOUNDATION      

 
  
 

 
 

��
�
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�
�
�
�
4-4-07: Jim and Marcia Czerwionka inducted into the Permanent Bequest 
Society at the Bradley-Bourbonnais Rotary Club.  Pictured (l-r): Dist. 
6450 Permanent Fund Chairman Dick McKay,  Jim and Marcia, and Club 
President Larry LaCost, Jr. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
April 12, 2007:  At Maywood Rotary Club, Vice-Chair of Permanent Fund, 
John Miller inducted Frank & Gail Bruno into the Bequest Society of TRF 
(l-r) Maywood Club President Leon Wilson, Frank Bruno, and John Miller 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
April 13, 2007:  Hinsdale Rotary Club: Richard Barton and Jane Hobson 
were recognized for their Level 6 Major Gift to TRF. 
 
(l-r) PDG Larry Stichweh, DGE Art Davis, DG Sue, Richard and Jane, 
and Permanent Fund Chair Dick McKay.  Back row: Michael Smith, Major 
Gifts Officer at TRF and PDG Chris Reilly 

Don’t forget to turn in your Club attendance to  
Lou Volodka 

lucandu@comcast.net 

 

A p r i l  2 0 0 7  A t t end ance A p r  
Ran

k

M ar  
Ran

k

Feb 
Ran

k C lub
A p r  
Pct

M ar  
Pct

Feb 
Pct

#    
M t g

To t  
M em

40 52 42 Add ison 56 53 54 4 22
40 41 50 Aurora 56 56 50 5 72
 4 5 Aurora Sunrise 82 82 4 30
6 54 34 Aurora-Naperville 83 51 60 4 9

28 32 34 Bensenville 65 62 60 4 20
51 55 50 Berwyn 50 50 50 4 12
28 44 32 Blue Island-Crestwoo d 65 55 62 4 16
58 61 62 Bolingbroo k 41 40 39 4 37
49 57 53 Bradley-Bourbonnais 52 49 49 4 56
9 7 12 Broadview 75 77 73 4 13

19 6 1 Broo kf ield-Riverside 71 80 93 4 14
21 28 7 Channahon-M inoo ka 70 63 79 4 22
59 63 64 Chicago 22 23 26 4 206
25 44 58 Chicago-Far North 68 55 46 4 25
21 3 8 Chicago Financial District 70 85 77 4 35
 59 26 Chicago Heights 47 64 4 25

46 40 19 Chicago Lakeview 54 58 68 4 21
   Chicago Northwest 4 14

40 58 57 Chicago O'Hare 56 48 47 4 30
9 13 61 Chicago Southeast 75 70 42 3 21

54 44 58 Chicago-Near South 47 55 46 4 30
34 35 22 Cicero 61 61 67 4 23
51 62 50 Countryside 50 30 50 4 14
13 17 27 Darien 73 68 63 4 30
43 41 53 Downers Grove 55 56 49 5 57
9 17 27 Dwight 75 68 63 4 20

19 20 8 Elmhurst 71 67 77 4 63
51 41 27 Elmhurst Morning 50 56 63 4 16
 55 27 Evergreen Park 50 63 3 18

34 27 25 Franklin Park 61 64 66 4 11
39 35 22 Hinsdale 59 61 67 4 62
57 60 42 Hinsdale-Oak Brook Gateway 44 45 54 4 16
3 1 6 Homewoo d 86 91 80 4 64

23 11 17 Joliet 69 72 69 4 157
46 53 42 Kankakee 54 52 54 4 40
8 25 11 La Grange 77 65 74 5 42

56 49 42 Lansing 45 54 54 3 14
23 8 22 Lisle 69 76 67 4 23
 17 15 Lockport 68 70 5 56

37 39 34 M anteno 60 60 60 5 25
17 28 27 M atteson 72 63 63 4 22
7 9 3 M aywood 81 75 84 4 28
 20 40 M elrose Park 67 56 4 9

27 13 42 M oraine Valley (Palos Hills) 66 70 54 4 14
37 49 33 M orris 60 54 61 4 30
13 32 39 Naperville 73 62 58 4 158
17 15 Naperville Downtown 72 69 70 4 27
26 35 19 Naperville Sunrise 67 61 68 3 104
31 23 17 New Lenox 63 66 69 4 32
30 23 13 Norridge-Harwoo d Heights 64 66 71 4 14
9 10 13 Oak Broo k 75 73 71 4 12

33 44 38 Oak Forest 62 55 59 4 26
2 2 2 Oak Lawn 88 87 86 5 26

31  34 Oak Park-River Forest 63 60 4 102
50 44 55 Orland Park 51 55 48 4 67
13 35 40 Oswego 73 61 56 4 53
5 5 4 Park Forest 84 81 83 4 32

54 32 58 Plainf ield 47 62 46 4 27
3 28 42 Romeoville 86 63 54 4 21

13 28 19 Shorewoo d 73 63 68 4 15
48 25 63 Tinley Park-Frankfort 53 65 36 4 17
1 11 10 Western Springs 89 72 76 4 19

34 15 55 Westmont 61 69 48 5 28
43 20 49 Wilmington 55 67 52 4 19
43 49 48 Woo dridge 55 54 53 4 19

To t al  D i s t r i c t  M emb er ship 2 4 0 2



 

DG SUE’S GOALS 

For the Distr ict:  
1. Membership increase by 5% or 120 members 
2. Donations to Annual giving increase by 10% 
3. Every Rotary Club contr ibutes to Foundation. 
4. Thir ty-four Clubs quali fy for a Presidential Citation 

For Each Club: 
1. Increase membership by one member  
2. Contr ibute to the Foundation 
3. Quali fy for the Presidential Citation 

From the Editor’s Desk 
 

Thank you to all the Rotarians who made this 
issue possible, especially Lou Mule, Larry Byers, 
Lou Volodka, and Susie Johnson.    
 
  
 
This is your newsletter! Take advantage of the 
opportunity to let all of us know what’s going 
on in your club! Keep sending your articles, 
pictures, and news. 
                                         
   Kathy Kobak, Editor 
  

 

Distr ict 6450 Calendar of Events 
IMPORTANT DATES TO REMEMBER! 

_________2007_________ 
 
 

 
April 28—May 26 Inbound GSE team travels from  
   Normandy, France 
 
May 17-20  District Conference 2007: Grand Geneva  
   Resort & Spa, Lake Geneva 
 
May 26—June 24    Outbound GSE team travels to  
   Normandy, France 
 
June 10   7th Annu al Race to the Finish, Evanston,  
   IL.  After the race,  District 6440 & 6450  
   “ Picnic on the Lake”  
 
June 17-20  Rotary International Convention:  Salt  
   Lake City, Utah 
 
June 30   2007-08 District Governor Installation  
   (Art Davis) at Brookfield Zoo 
 
July 13-15  Youth Exchange Summer Conference, 
   Grand Rapids, MI 
 
July 21   SAVE THE DATE!  Interactive training 
   workshop on Grants of all types.  More 
   info. in May and June newsletter 
 
July 27-28  Membership Conference, South Bend, IN 

 
 

Distr ict 6450 Governor ’s Newsletter 
“ The Bir thplace Beacon”  

 
Deadline to submit ar ticles:  

30th day of each month 
 

  Email : D6450news@msn.com 
   
  Phone: 708-361-1177   
  Fax: 708-361-6409 
 
  Mail : Kathy Kobak 
             25 Moor ings Dr ive 
             Palos Heights, IL 60463 

DISTRICT WEB SITE, www.rotary6450.org 
 
Thanks to Lo u Mule, our website host, we now have a stat 
coun ter so we can actually view how many visits happen in a 
given day.  The report shows s tatistics from April 15 (first day 
of operation) to April 30.  The total visits for the 15-day period 
was 1,179 visits.  That is an average of over 117 a day!  If this is 
typical, we would have potentially over 42,000 a year!  Thanks, 
Lou ! 
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Ambassadorial Scholars (our conn ection to the world at-large) 

 
 
 

On April 28, 2007:  
 
Ambassadorial Scholars Caroline Courtois (France) and  
Hannah Tsai (Taiwan) joined the  Ambassadorial Scholarship 
Chair, Jane McDonald for a tour of the Paul & Jean Harris 
home, “Comely Bank”, thanks to tour guide PDG Brian & 
Caryl Andersen. 

 

 
$OLFLD�9HU+DJH�&¶��� ��$ ZDUGHG��
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CHICAGO, IL (March 20, 2007) – After graduating from North Park in 
2002 with a degree in anthropology, Alicia VerHage was, like many 
new graduates, not completely sure what her future would hold pro-
fessionally. Little did she know that less than five years later, she 
would find herself not only on the brink of completing her master's 
degree in conflict resolution, but also the recipient of a full scholarship 
to pursue post-baccalaureate work in international studies at Rhodes 
University in Grahamstown, South Africa. 
 
VerHage's immediate post-North Park days were filled with a variety 
of jobs and experiences. Her work with Peace Jam, a small organiza-
tion focused on community-based conflict transformation, gave her an 
initial taste of the field she has come to embrace as her own – conflict 
transformation studies. Peace Jam led to a year of voluntary service 
with Mennonite Central Committee (MCC) in Zambia, an "amazing 
experience" during which VerHage had the opportunity to work with a 
Pan-African institution to educate adults from all over the continent in 
conflict transformation. 
 
Despite her rewarding African experience, at the encouragement of 
her African mentor, VerHage returned to the U.S. in 2005 to gain ex-
perience and training to prepare to return. It was at this critical junc-
ture that she points to the influence of numerous North Park profes-
sors, including Bob Hostetter, Leona Mirza, Frank Steinhart, Don 
Wagner, and Vern Wettersten C'60, in helping her chart her profes-
sional course. 
 
After applying to several graduate programs where cost was a fore-
boding hurdle, Professor Leona Mirza volunteered to sponsor Ver-
Hage in the rigorous 18-month application process for a Rotary Foun-
dation Ambassadorial Scholarship. In the meantime, VerHage began 
graduate studies at Eastern Mennonite University in Harrisonburg, 
Va., transferred to University of North Carolina – Greensboro, and 
plans to complete a master's degree in conflict resolution in Decem-
ber - one month in advance of her departure for South Africa. 
 
Since southern hemisphere schools begin their second semester in 
February, VerHage departs for Rhodes University in January to pur-
sue one year of post-baccalaureate coursework in international stud-
ies through her scholarship. Combined with her master's degree, she 
hopes these credentials will prepare her for her ultimate goal of 
teaching conflict transformation at the community level. 
 
In the words of one of VerHage's mentors and North Park professors, 
Don Wagner, "Alicia was one of our first students in the Conflict 
Transformation Program and certainly the first to go on to pursue 
graduate study in this field. Perhaps more important are the ways she 
has put classroom theory into practice during her year in Africa, which 
was focused on peace and conflict transformation. Alicia is in many 
ways the exemplary student-practitioner that we point to in terms of 
engaging her spirituality, study, acquiring peacemaking skills, and 
then the praxis of employing conflict transformation in her life and 
vocation. Alicia is not only preparing for a life of significance and ser-
vice - she is already living it." 
 
VerHage acknowledges that "North Park had a lot to do with support-
ing my desire to go abroad. Actually, there are tons of us (North Park 
graduates) all over… I don't think I'm special, but definitely very privi-
leged." 
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Rotarian’s Name: _____________________________________________________________________ 
 
Club / District:________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Email Address: _______________________________________________________________________ 
 
Phon e Number: _______________________________________________________________________ 
 
Number of Guests: _____________________________________________________________________ 
 
Guest Names: _________________________________________________________________________ 

Please mail form and checks to: 
Art’s Safari 

c/o Rotary Club o f Naperville 
P.O. Box 2 

Napervill e, IL 60566 

IMPORTANT NOTICE 
For all Rotarians and Clubs that remit their dues and 
send contributions to North America:  Effective October 
1, 2006, lockbox addresses changed for Rotary Interna-
tional, The Rotary Foundation, and The Rotary Founda-
tion (Canada).   
 
Please take note of our new maili ng addresses be-
low. 
 
For Rotarians and clubs that remit payments and 
contributions to the US: 
 
Send membership du es and p ayments to Rotary 
International: 
Rotary International 
14255 Collections Center Drive 
Chicago, IL 60693 
 
Send contributions to The Rotary Found ation: 
The Rotary Foundation 
14280 Collections Center Drive 
Chicago, IL 60693 
 
Call 1-866-9ROTARY or E- mail: con-
tact.center@rotary.org to check on your donations 
and recognition points, deadlines for grants and appli-
cations, contact names for your applications, and more.   

The TRF Contact Center is open Monday-Friday, 8 
a.m. – 5 p.m., Central Standard Time 
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Where: Century Center, South Bend, Indiana 
 
Who: 
 

 
    Club Membership Development Chairs  

  
 2007-08 Club Presidents 

  
 District Membership Development Committee members 

  
 2007-08 District Governors 

   
 Every Rotarian enthused to bu ild Rotary 

 
Convener:  RI Director Mike John s  

Chair: PRIVP / TRF Trustee Lou Piconi 
 

Facitators: 
    

 Zone 27 RI Membership Coordinator Terry Mueller, PDG  
               

    Zone 28 RI Membership Coordinator Jim Ives, PDG 
 

 
Friday, July 27: 2 – 6 PM: Registration 

6:15 PM: Reception & RI President Wil f Wilkinson’s welcome 
Saturday, July 28: continental breakfast, lunch and b reakout sess ions 

 
Registration: $75 per person (club’s shou ld subsidize fees) 

Register on line at http://www.zones27-28.org/ 
 

Once registered, confirmation and additional details will follow! 
 

SAVE THE DATES:  27 – 28 July 2007 



Imagine Losing Everything 
and then a complete stranger gives you hope 

 
Make a difference!   

Attend the Meson Sabika Fund raiser benefiting Hurr icane Katrina victims 
through Napervill e Respond s.  100% of the proceeds will be donated to help 
rebuild communities devastated by Hurr icane Katrina. 
 

Thursday, May 24, 2007  -  The Pavilli on at Meson Sabika 
5:30 pm to 9:00 pm Open House 

Tickets are $35 per person 
 

For tickets, please contact Meson Sabika at 630-983-3000 
or  

Napervill e Respond s at 630-355-5800 
 

Www.mesonsabika.com   ” ���ZZ Z �QDSHUYLOOHUHVSRQGV�RUJ 
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ROTARY DISTRICT 6450 
BUSINESS NET 

ON-LINE ADVERTISING DIRECTORY 

Available through the District Web Site 
 
How would you like to? 

·  promote your business to other Rotary members in District 6450 
 
·  have an advertisement listing with a hyperlink to your web site or email 
 
·  use a formidable marketing tool for $5.00 per month ($60.00 per year) 

——————————————————————————————————————————————-- 

Yes, I am interested in advertising in the Rotary District 6450 Web Site Directory 

Rotarian: Date: 

Rotary Club of: PH: 

Rotary Classification: FAX: 

Company: Website: 

Ad Classification: Email:  

Address: Contact Person if different from above: 

City: State: Zip: 

Brief Ads (limit to 50 words or less): 

Office use only—below this line 

Client No. Date Rec’d: Set on Website: 

Enclose check payable to: Rotary district 6450 in the amount of $60.00 and mail to: 
Mary Ann Egger  ” ���� � ��%ODFN�5RDG��” ��-ROLHW��,/�������� ” ���� � ��� � ��� � �  

 
Check it Out ! !  Visit http://www.rotary6450.org/pages/businessnetindex.asp  


