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Are You Aware?

In the January issue of our Rotarian Magazine, President Bill Boyd said,
“It can sometimes be difficult to give a quick and easy answer” to the
question, “What is Rotary”. We all struggle with that question when
we're asked about this organization to which we belong. We do so
much, how can we give a quick and concise answer.

The easiest way to stay current on “What is Rotary” is to read your Ro-
tarian magazine and our District Birthplace Beacon Newsletter each
month. In that magazine and our newsletter you'll find the four Avenues
of Service pictured and discussed and you'll see the Object of Rotary at
work. And most of all you'll see what our organization is doing around
the globe and locally due fo our Foundation donations.

Rotary awareness and your Rotary 1Q is grounded in The Rotarian
Magazine and your District newsletter. You can also share what Rotary
is doing by sharing your copies of these with your office. Subscribing for
additional copies might be a great way to spread the good news about
our service to your doctor’s office personnel and patients or some other
business associates you know. It will help your club’s PR effort and
bring in more members when the public is made aware of all Rotary is
doing.

Take time each month to become more aware and read the Rotarian
Magazine and the District 6450 Birthplace Beacon, you'll not only be
more aware but amazed and proud of all you and your Rotary members
are doing.

I'm excited you're reading this one! Share it with a friend.

DG Frmma Sue

Reflections on the First Ever EarlyAct Conference
In the District 6450 “Birth Place of Rotary”

Congratulations to the 34 people that attended the first EarlyAct Dis-
trict Conference on December 9, 2006. Our objectives were simple:
to hear from our EarlyAct Clubs, share ideas and get to know each

other. And it worked. Time passed quickly as information was pre-

sented from each of the clubs forming the panel of experts. Great
questions came from the audience highlighting the challenges of
organizing a club within school environments already filled with com-
peting activities.

The three groups represented at the conference were: teachers, prin-
cipals and club sponsors who are actively involved with an EarlyAct
Club, Rotarians and school personnel interested in starting an Early-
Act club, and District leadership.

Reports from the EarlyAct clubs were impressive and inspirational.
Creative energies were evident in how the various clubs were organ-
ized, how they select their leadership and conduct their meetings,
how they identify and implement their projects, and how they build
interest and enthusiasm in their schools. The club profiles from kin-
dergarten to 8" grade enriched the conference and showcased the
range of options available to schools and Rotary Clubs.

The opportunities we now have are:

*  To capture the enthusiasm and channel it to our existing
EarlyAct clubs,

¢ To continue supporting the teachers and school sponsors who
are providing the adult leadership to our EarlyAct Clubs

= To lake the energy and interest created by the conference and
charter more EarlyAct Clubs in the District.

And finally, momentum is important. We have it. As important as
momentum is, we, as Rolarian sponsors, still need a clear under-
standing of what our role and responsibilities are in refation to our
EarlyAct Clubs.

Cont'd on Page 4
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4 In Memoriam... ) ||| NEWROTARACT CLUB CHARTERED!

From the Moraine Valley R lub... : .
Charterr; emltl)]eer, Fic?d %:T);ig{aw;;tg;%gc:n]:ber 7. A new Rotaract Club in District 6450 is welcomed with open arms!

a very active member during his 28 year tenure. He was November 30, 2006, and is the fourth Rotaract ¢lub in District
the landscape expert for the club’s Helping Hands pro- 6450. The Rotaract Club of Trinity Christian College, a campus
jects, chairman of the 4-Way Test Contest last year for based club, is geared up for the opportunities that await them.
Moraine, and was a key player in the Dictionary program Trinity Christian College will increase Rotaract's visibility in the
this year. Rotary Community.

He was married to Marianne for 44 years and had 3
daughters and 5 grandsons. Rod was a beloved club
member and will be terribly missed.

“This is only the beginning of Rotaract Club growth that is still yet
to come” according to District Rotaract Chairperson Gary Pet-
menter who has made it a high priority to expand and grow Rota-
Moriane Valley Rotary also celebrated their 28th anniver- ract in District 6450. “This district has an incredible amount of
sary on December 7th. untapped young talent that will substantially enrich the resources
that are available to reach out to people, and the wider spread of
Rotaract in our district will increase the capacity of our impact’,
said Permenter.

CLUB BANNER PATCHES!!

The Awards Committee will soon be evaluating submis-
sions for Club Banner Patches. If you want to be consid- The Rotaract Club of Trinity Christian College is under the spon-
ered for a patch, certain items must be submitted: sorship of the Rotary Club of Orland Park. Orland Park Rotarians
are congratulated for their effort in making this new Rotaract Club
Newsletter: Select 3 months of issues posted after July 1, | || possible. There is now a Rotaract Club in south suburban Cook

2006 and mail to Kathy Kobak, 25 Moorings Drive, Palos County where there previously was no existing Rotaract Club.
Heights, IL 60463 or email to D6450news@msn.com and

indicate in subject "Newsletter contest submission”. Must
be received by April 15, 2007!

Websites: Only those club websites that are accessed
through the District website will be considered.

Publicity: All publicity and public relations projects to be
considered must be written up with examples and submit-
ted to the District Publicity Chair by April 20, 2007. Send
to Larry LaCost, Jr., 656 N. Convent St. #101, Bourbon-
nais, IL 60914. Email: Llacost@yahoo.com.

Vocational / International Service: Write up project(s) in
as much detail necessary to convey the involvement and
accomplishment. Do not include check-writing projects if
there was no hands-on involvement. Email all infermation
to Cjohnson0969@comcast.net by April 20, 2007. District 4-Way Test Essay Contest

For Middle Schoolers

Community Service: Rules for this award are listed on
District website at http://www.rotary6450.org/pages/

communityservuceoverview.asp. Winning Essay Due Dates
To Club: January 20, 2007
Statistical Awards for Attendance and Membership will To District Committee: February 15, 2007

be based on monthly reports submitted to Lou Volodka.

EXPO Patches will be based on the exhibits at the 2006 Contact Tom Drake for more details:
Correrence. 815-838-5000

lockport1000@yahoo.com







