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A Voyage to Remember 
A Voyage We’re Star ting 

 
 
I have just returned from the Rotary Convention in Copenhagen 
and it was a wonderful experience.  The weather was beautiful, 
the people of Denmark were friendly and warm and the Rotarians 
from across the globe enjoyed being together learning, celebrating 
and growing in our relationships. 
 
Following the convention, my husband Bob and I, along with hun-
dreds of other Rotarians from around the world, sailed aboard the 
Star Princess Cruise ship on a Baltic Cruise.  At one of the stops 
we met with Katrin Raie, one of the Ambassadorial Scholars to 
our district from Talli nn, Estonia.  She gave the Davis’ , the Thier-
nau’s and the Smallwood’s a personal tour of the school where 
she works and of the beautiful medieval vill age at the core of this 
now bustling city trying to take advantage of its recently acquired 
democracy.  Rotary is amazing the way our Rotarian networks 
cross bridges around the world. 
 
While traveling on the Baltic Sea after the convention I was re-
minded of the trip you and I will be taking together this year.  
There were over 200 Rotarians aboard the ship and we had several 
meetings together. In addition every time we saw a pin or a Ro-
tary emblem on a shirt we were immediately greeted with a 
friendly smile and friendship. 
 
There are 64 clubs in our district and 2300 Rotarians.   Through-
out the year you and I will be meeting together to build a stronger 
organization.  As we travel together this year I want you to join 
me in reaching out to others in our communities and in our Rotary 
family as we build bridges between clubs, developing support for 
each others projects, joining hands in fellowship and socials and 
making a difference across community and international bounda-
ries. 
 
The world will be a better place because you are involved in Ro-
tary.  I’ m proud to be a part of this organization and anxious to get 
to know all of you as you “Lead The Way” , to “Service Above 
Self” this year. 

Distr ict Deadlines for 2007-08  
        Rotary Foundation  
 Ambassador ial Scholarship 
 
For the 2007-08 scholarship application cycle, 

Rotary District 6450 will accept applications for aca-
demic-year Rotary Foundation ambassadorial scholarships 
only.  (Multi-year ambassadorial scholarship and cultural 
scholarship applications will not be considered.) 

  
The selection process at the district-level requires 

that all applicants submit a written application, as well as 
participate in an informal social event on Friday evening, 
August 18, 2006 and a formal individual interview with 
the district committee on Saturday, August 19, 2006. 

  
Clubs that endorse an application are responsible 

for forwarding the completed application (including all 
transcripts and recommendations) and the completed 
“Rotary Club Endorsement” form to the district contact. 
Applications must be received by midnight on Fr iday, 
July 14, 2006.  No applications will be accepted after this 
date, including those with a postmark of July 14.  

  
If you have questions regarding the scholarship 

application process, please contact District 6450 Ambas-
sadorial Scholarship Selection Committee Chair , Jane 
McDonald, at 773-868-0018 or via e-mail at 
jane_osulli van_mcdonald@yahoo.com. 

  
Completed applications should be mailed to the 

following address:  
 
Ms. Jane McDonald 
628 W. Grace Street, #3 
Chicago, IL 60613  
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DISTRICT 6450  

YOUTH EXCHANGE COMM ITTEE 
 

“ I just spent the most exotic year in _ _ _ _ _ _ 
(coun try)”  
“ This was the greatest year of my li fe”  
 
We hear these statements every year from our Rebounds, 
those students who have just returned from abroad. Why 
would any Rotarian NOT offer the opportunity of Rotary 
Youth Exchange to a son, daughter, niece, grandson, 
neighbor, whatever. If you still have some doubts, please 
read what our students themselves have to say about RYE.. 
Go to the district website, choose New 
Generations, then click on Outbound Blog and choose any 
student’s report. The district site also lists our committee 
calendar and the steps you take to bring in new candidates 
and host famili es. 
 
Our annual outbound candidate recruitment drive begins in 
late August with the opening of school. More information, 
calendar, application forms, etc., are available on our youth 
exchange website: www.csrye.org . There is also a link to 
the RI site, which has even more information for you. 
 
New positions on the district committee this year: Chair 
Julia Mulli kin (Kankakee); Youth Protection Officer Guy 
Groot (Aurora Sunrise). Julia and her entire committee 
stand ready to assist your club’s effort in any way they can. 
Feel free to call upon them. 
 
Our District 6450 Youth Exchange Committee has been 
certified by RI for the year 2006/2007.  This is a new 
requirement mandated by the RI Board, part of a broad 
youth protection effort. 
 
A final word: From Gail Smith, mother of Samantha Smith 
(Bolingbrook), just returned from Poland: 
 
Thank you, again, for all you and the whole Rotary 
organization do for these kids every year . Over the past 
year and a half I have really seen how complex the 
whole process is, and I personally am very grateful 
that there are people li ke you who make the 
commitment and handle the whole thing so smoothly. 
You make it look really easy, which I know it is not.  
 
THANKS. 

New Year for “ New Generations”  
 
Welcome to a new Rotary year.  I’ m Linda 

Yates and I will be taking over the New Generations 
chair from Guy Groot this year.  Guy has done a spec-
tacular job over the last few years of bringing our Dis-
trict youth programs under the umbrella of New Gen-
erations and I hope to continue his good work. 

 
DG Sue has asked me to spend some time each 

month famili arizing you with our youth exchange stu-
dents.  For my 1st installment, I would like to introduce 
all the youth programs – Youth Exchange, Interact, Ear-
lyact, Rotaract and RYLA.  I’ ve been told by both new 
and veteran Rotarians that we often sound like we’re 
talking in code, especially at the District level, so bear 
with me as I explain these terms. 

 
Youth Exchange involves clubs hosting in-

bounds (students from other countries) and supporting 
outbounds (students from our District going to other 
countries) for either the 8 week short term program or 
the 1 year long-term program.  Interact (high school), 
Earlyact (elementary & middle school) and Rotaract 
(college to 30 yrs old) are all school and community 
based service clubs.  These clubs are Rotary’s way of 
promoting “ service above self”  in our young people.  
And finally, RYLA (Rotary Youth Leadership Awards) 
is a leadership program for our youth.  Our District pro-
gram consists of a leadership weekend for 80+ high 
school students. 

 
I urge all of you to check out the New Genera-

tions section on our District website.  There you will 
find information about each of our youth programs 
along with my contact information and the contact in-
formation for each of the individual program chairs.  
Please be sure to let us know if we can help your club in 
any way with youth programs.  We’re here to serve you 
and to serve the youth. 

                                   L inda Yates 
                           New Generations Chair  
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DG Sue and PDG Rick at Installation Dinner 
See more on Page 4... 
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DGN MIKE SLEVNIK 2008-09 

INCREASE YOUR MEMBERSHIP 
 

When we build an acquaintance  with someone in 
our community.  There is a good chance that this 
will t urn into a friendship.  What better chance to 
turn a business relationship into a friend than to 
invite him or  her to Rotary. 
 
We should invite them to share of what we have in 
being a member of the largest service organization 
in the world.  Where else can you be a member of a 
private organization that is the driving force in a 
campaign to rid the world of polio? 
 
Now is the time to invite potential members to 
your club.  We must make our weekly meetings 
informative and fun. 
 
We need to concentrate on retaining the current 
members that we have. 
 
When a member misses several meetings, your 
club leadership should call the member and make 
sure they know that they were missed and see if 
there is a problem. 
 
Please remember that we are the driving force that 
allows Rotary to carry out its humanitarian efforts 
and achieve its mission. 
 
District Governor Sue, District Governor Elect Art, 
and I have made a 3 year commitment to increasing 
our district’s membership substantiall y.  We are 
here to help your clubs! 
 
I would li ke to share our membership plan with 
your club.  Please invite me to be your program. 
 
Michael Slevnik 
District Governor Nominee 
District Membership Chair 

DGE ART DAVIS  2007-08 

ROTARY IS AMAZING!!  

 
By design Rotary, in it’ s structure is unstable. 
Rotary changes it’ s complete management team 
every year from the top down. What major corporation 
could survive over one hundred years and be super suc-
cessful besides?  I can think of none. Can you?  
 
As we embark on the 06/07 Rotary year our new 
Presidents have had excellent training at the new 
Land of Lincoln PETS. Training and education are 
key for a successful year .  Training continues all year 
long for the entire team.  As we learn more  
about Rotary and the many programs that are  
available to all Clubs, we can clearly see how we  
can help those less fortunate. 
 
It continues to be important to attend the various 
meetings and training seminars as the year moves on. 
Be sure you understand and take full advantage of 
the matching funds available to you, whether it 
is from the District or from the Foundation, this is 
a fantastic way to make your money grow. 
 
The Clubs and the District are in good hands and 
everyone expects a lot from all of you. Your 
District committee chairs and members are here to 
help you and your Club. I f you have questions, need 
help or just want to chat, please don’ t hesitate to 
call any of us. 
 
  Good luck on “ Your Year”.  
“ Lead The Way”  

 
 Art Davis DGE 
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DG SUE’S INSTALL ATION DINNER 
RAVE REVIEWS!!!  

 
A gorgeous summer night was the backdrop for almost 
300 Rotarians and guests as Sue Smallwood was installed 
as our new District Governor.  The Scottish bagpipes were 
played by Trudianne Temple, daughter of PDG Bill Tem-
ple as people arrived and were escorted in to the beautiful 
Bolingbrook Golf Club for the gala event! 
 
Adam Bekendorf, a boy scout from Troop 3 in Hinsdale 
sang “You Raise Me Up” .  The Napervill e Fire Depart-
ment Honor Guard presented our nations flag in a very 
impressive ceremony.  Dick and Florine McKay (Chicago 
One) received a special presentation from PDG Ted Arey 
for their 4th level to the Benefactors Society.  Keith Lar-
son, outgoing president of the Hinsdale Club gave a Rotar-
ian of the Year award to Jerry Cierniak (Hinsdale).  A 
good time was had by all!   

New Rotary Year News 
 
With July being the official beginning of a Rotary year, there 
is plenty of information to publicize in your local newspapers. 
A photo of the new officers and board at the installation should 
go with a press release on the goals your club has for the next 
eleven months. 
 
Did your incoming president say something meaningful during 
his/her opening speech? Did he/she tell everyone why this 
event was special? 
 
Knowing why someone joins Rotary can make a good article. 
Knowing what made a president decide to take on this job 
could be too. And what about the rest of the officers, board 
members, new members of the club – do they have interesting 
stories to share? 
 
Whatever it is your club is going to do this year, locally, na-
tionally, internationall y could be worth writing about. If you 
are having a fundraising event (and who in Rotary isn’ t?) be 
sure to include information about that and its purpose, in the 
article. Always end each release with a brief statement about 
Rotary, your club, where and when you meet, and a phone 
number or email address to get more information. 
 
And one final reminder. We are all encouraged to do some-
thing special in September to promote “ Humanity in Motion”  
as a district goal. I ask that someone within each club take re-
sponsibili ty to let me know what your club is doing. I will for-
ward the entire district’s information on to Rotary Interna-
tional. 
 
Please send your information to my email address; gr iff is-
jones@msn.com. Thank you, 
 
Melanie Jones 
PR Chair  

STAY TUNED!!!  
TEMPLE SOLAR PROJECT 
COMING TO YOUR CLUB 

SOON!!!  
 
More information to follow... 

(l-r ) Keith Larson, 
Jerry Cierniak 

DG Sue and 1st 
Husband, Bob 
with Sue’s family 

Boy scout: Adam 
Beckendor f 

Greg Donnelly, 
Chairman of In-
stallation Dinner. 
Welcoming guests! 
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THE FRENCH CONNECTION! 
 

We Need Team Members, A Team Leader, and Host clubs for this year’s French GSE. 
 
The District 6450 Group Study Exchange Committee is pleased to announce that the district will host a two-way exchange 
with Normandy, France during the 2006-07 Rotary year.  We will receive a team April 28-May 26, 2007. All clubs are 
invited to participate in hosting (See “links” below).  We will also send a team to France next spring, May 26-June 
24,2007. We need to identify candidates for the team leader position plus four team members. The team leader must be a 
Rotarian and team members must not be Rotarians. 
 
The program fosters international goodwill by exposing young professionals to another culture during a 1-month visit—
touring business, civic, educational, cultural, and religious sites; they also engage in vocational exchanges with members of 
their own professions. They stay in Rotary homes.  Rotary covers travel, room & board, and program site fees. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Application Process 
       Team applicants read about the program 
       Ensure that you can be away for 4½ weeks 
       Ensure you are free to travel May 26-June 24, 2007 
       Commit to orientation program that requires 30-40 hours over a six-month period 
       Applicants obtain forms from district web site 
       Team Member Applicants submit three elements: 

      Rotary International application form 
      District 6450 essays—1 page on each topic:  1) Describe your international travel experience;  2) Describe Chicago 
      and NE Illi nois to a person who has never visited the U.S. 
      Resume, including French fluency level 

Team Leader Applicants submit:    
All of the above, except substitute essay #2 with: Why I want to be the GSE Team Leader. 

        Interview selected applicants  
        District 6450 announces team 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Links—information, process, forms; check both! 
• RI: www.rotary.org/foundation/educational/gse 
 
• District: www.rotary6450.org/foundation 

Impor tant Dates 
Team leader:                                                                               Team members: 

Application due: Friday, September 1                                      Application Due: Wednesday, November 1     
    Interview: Wednesday, September 20                                      Interview Process: Sunday, November 19 

Non-Rotar ian Team Member Applications sent to: 
Jim Czerwionka 
43 Old Farm North 
Bradley, IL 60915 
815-939-1999  drjcz@yahoo.com 

Rotar ian Team Leader Applications sent to: 
John Keane  
734 Cottonwood Rd. 
Frankfort, IL 60423 
815-469-3773  jkeane99@gmail .com 

CONTACTS 

Clubs wanting to host the French 
Michele Thornton 
605 W.Washington #2N 
Oak Park, IL 60302 
708-597-2800       mlt@thorntonpowell .com 
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Rotary Club Changes & Events 

Morr is Rotary Club: 
 has changed its meeting time to 6:00 p.m. 

Chicago Heights Rotary: Name of meeting place 
changed: Used to be Ciao Ristorante but is now 
called Scalzitt i’s Ristorante.  Still same day, same 
time 

On Augu st 19, 2006(rain date on following Satur-
day) the Wilmington, Illinois Rotary is hosting a Car 
and Motorcycle Cruise Night charity event.  

 
The event will be held on North Water Street in 
downtown Wilmington, Illinois on Old Route 66 
(where route 102 meets route 53). The event will 
begin at 6:00pm and awards will be given at 
8:30pm. Vehicles will pay $10 at the gate. T-shirts 
to 1st 50 vehicles and dash plaques to 1st 100. 
Trophies for best of make, best motorcycle, and a 
memorial trophy.  
 
There will be a DJ, 20+ antique and specialty 
shops and food on the street. Take a ride on Route 
66 and come out and see us! Call Mike between 
5:00pm and 10:00pm for more information. 815-
458-2962 

THE WOODRIDGE ROTARY CLUB 
IS HOSTING THEIR 7TH ANNUAL 

MINI-TRIATHLON! 
 

DATE:  
AUGUST 13, 2006 

 
PLACE: 

At Cypress Cove Water Park 
(Corner of 83rd St. & Janes Ave. in Woodr idge) 

 
Participants wil l partake in a 250 meter swim  

(10 laps in the pool) 
6.2 mile bike r ide 

2.1 mile run 
 

I f you would like to par ticipate, you may download an 
application at our website: www.woodr idgerotary.org.   

 
We are also desparately looking for volunteers to assist 
us with these events.  I f you would like to help some fel-

low Rotar ians, please call : 
 Bob Dylla at 630-852-3700. 

 
 

NEW MEETING PLACE! 
 

Lansing Rotary 
Popolano’s Pizza & Pub Restaurant 
17940 Torrence Ave., Lansing, IL . 

OAK LAWN ROTARY 
Invites you to attend their meeting on Monday, 
July 31, 2006.  Our speaker is retired Major 
Daniel Wagner, U.S.M.C.  Dan did a tour of 
duty in both Afghanistan and Iraq.  He will be 
speaking about Iraq, Ramadi then and now, the 
insurgency, elections in Iraq, and border secu-
rity here in the USA.  Dan is currently with the 
Department of Homeland Security. 
 
I f you are interested in attending, contact 
Kathy Kobak at 708-361-1177 or 
kathy_kobak@hotmail.com.   
 
We start promptly at 12:15 p.m. We meet at the 
Oak Lawn Hilton, 9333 S. Cicero in Oak 
Lawn.  Please arrive by 12:00 noon.  Cost 
$13.00 (checks or cash) 
This will be a great presentation! 
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Distr ict Attendance Report 
 

 
Repor ts submitted after publication deadline will be re-
flected in the previous months’ columns. 

June A t t end ance 

Jun 
R ank

M ay 
R ank

A p r  
R ank C l ub

Jun 
Pc t

M ay 
Pc t

A p r  
Pc t

#    
M t g

To t  
M em

 10 6 Add ison 77 82 5 23
33 33 53 Aurora 59 62 50 4 70
3 3 2 Aurora Sunrise 87 87 86 4 23
45 58 29 Aurora-Naperville 49 37 65 5 17
41 54 61 Bensenville 54 46 36 4 22
 50 53 Berwyn 50 50 4 12
 28 29 Blue Island-Crestwoo d 65 65 5 16
 40 40 Bolingbroo k 58 58 4 35

46 51 56 Bradley-Bourbonnais 48 49 47 4 54
8  21 Broadview 77 69 5 12
51   Broo kf ield-Riverside 41 4 23
 42 35 Channahon-M inoo ka 57 63 5 21
 59 60 Chicago 29 40 5 176

34 55 50 Chicago Far North 58 44 52 4 21
5 20 12 Chicago Financial Dist rict 84 70 76 5 31
49 55 45 Chicago Heights 42 44 55 4 28
23 40 Chicago Lakeview 64 58 58 5 21
21 6 18 Chicago Northwest 65 81 73 5 12
34   Chicago O'Hare 58 5 31
 12 16 Chicago Southeast 75 75 3 20

16 53 26 Chicago-Near South 68 48 68 4 24
18 22 12 Cicero 67 68 76 4 22
44 20 62 Countryside 50 70 30 3 16
28 33 43 Darien 61 62 57 4 27
 36 28 Downers Grove 61 67 4 46

38 22 29 Dwight 56 68 65 4 20
21 12 8 Elmhurst 65 75 80 4 50
41 48 51 Elmhurst M orning 54 54 51 5 16
25 27 43 Evergreen Park 63 67 57 4 19
8 33 21 Franklin Park 77 62 69 4 10
28 38 21 Hinsdale 61 60 69 5 62
49 57 56 Hinsdale-Oak Broo k Gateway 42 39 47 4 16
7 10 3 Homewoo d 80 77 85 3 59
14 14 12 Joliet 72 74 76 4 156
48 51 45 Kankakee 47 49 55 5 38
10 14 8 La Grange 75 74 80 5 40
36 30 39 Lansing 57 64 59 5 14
 16 19 Lisle 73 70 5 24
 9 7 Lockport 79 81 3 56

31 28 19 M anteno 60 65 70 4 29
2 3 5 M atteson 89 87 83 4 22
11 16 11 M aywood 74 73 79 5 30
38 43 58 M elrose Park 56 56 44 4 9
13 7 12 M oraine Valley (Palos  Hills) 73 80 76 4 14
31 43 47 M orris 60 56 54 4 31
4 7 29 Naperville 85 80 65 5 158
 39 47 Naperville Sunrise 59 54 4 102

26 36 36 New Lenox 62 61 61 5 25
26 45 40 Norridge-Harwoo d Heights 62 55 58 4 13
  8 Oak Broo k 80 4 10

15 16 37 Oak Forest 71 73 60 3 28
1 1 1 Oak Lawn 95 92 93 4 26
18 30 21 Oak Park-River Forest 67 64 69 4 103
16 22 26 Orland Park 68 68 68 4 66
23 32 37 Oswego 64 63 60 4 49
11 16 16 Park Forest 74 73 75 5 35
43 45 51 Plainf ield 52 55 51 4 31
28 22 21 Romeoville 61 68 69 4 22
38 49 53 Shorewood 56 51 50 4 20
  47 Tinley Park-Frankfort 54 3 19
5 5 3 Western Springs 84 86 85 4 17
18 22 29 Westmont 67 68 65 5 30
36 2 34 Wilmington 57 88 64 4 19
46 45 59 Woodridge 48 55 43 4 21

To t al  D i s t r i c t  M emb er shi p 2 3 1 2

PLEASE SUPPORTPLEASE SUPPORT  
TRFTRF  

THE ROTARY FOUNDATION!THE ROTARY FOUNDATION!  
  

Every Rotarian is invited to become a  
BENEFACTOR for THE ROTARY FOUN-
DATION  PERMANENT FUND!!  
 
For further information, please contact: 
 
Richard McKay  (Chicago One) at  
630-643-0028 or rmckay8526@aol.com 
 
John M ill er (Bensenvill e) at  
312-946-0772 or jpm1@rcn.com 
 
Chr istopher Reilly (Darien) at  
630-969-3640 or chris@chrisreil ly.org 
 
M ichael Slevnik (Homewood) at  
708-212-3067 or pdslevnik@ameritech.net 
 
Theodore Arey (Elmhurst) at  
630-616-9328 or pdgtwa@prodigy.net 
 
Ex-Off icio Members: 
Lawrence Stichwey (Moraine Valley) at  
630-257-5888 or skyjock@concentric.net. 

 
 
 
 

DISTRICT CONFERENCE 2006-07 
May 18 thru May 20, 2007 at  
Grand Geneva Resor t & Spa 

Lake Geneva, Wisconsin 
Register on-line now! 
www.rotary6450.org 

Deadline for Ear ly Bird January 31, 2007 

PDG Ted Erey presents Dick & Flor ine 
McKay with award for 4th level to Bene-
factors Society at DG Sue’s Installation! 



 

Distr ict 6450 Calendar of Events 
IMPORTANT DATES TO REMEMBER! 

_________2006_________ 
 

July 14  Ambassador ial Scholarship Application Deadline 
 
July 14-16 Central States Youth Exchange Summer Conf. 
                             Grand Rapids, M I . 
 
July 25  Social with Distr ict 6440 
                             Rotary Night at the White Sox 
                             (The Sox vs. M innesota Twins) 
 
August 18 Ambassador ial Scholar Social 
 
August 19 Ambassador ial Scholar Interviews 
 
August 27 Social w/ Dist. 6440—Ar lington Race Track 
 
Sept. 5-10 Zone 22, 27, & 28 Institute 
                             Niagra Falls, Ontar io 
 
September 20 Interviews for GSE Team Leaders to Normandy,  
                            France 
 
September 23 President’ s Roundtable & Membership Seminar  
                             for PE’s—Place TBA 
 
September 29 Past Distr ict Governors’ Dinner 
 
 
Distr ict 6450 website: www.rotary6450.org 

From the Editor ’s Desk 
 

Thank you to all the Rotarians who made this 
issue possible.  I especially would like to 
thank Lou Volodka, Clint Johnson, and Larry 
Byers for assisting me with my first issue. 
 
July is Rotary L iteracy Month!  Have you 
talked with your club about possibly partici-
pating in “The Dictionary Project” for 3rd 
graders?  This would be a terrific community 
project! 
 
This is your newsletter! Take advantage of 
the oppor tunity to let all of us know what’s 
going on in your neck of the woods! 
                                        Kathy Kobak, editor 

newsletter@rotary6450.org 

Distr ict 6450 Governor ’s Newsletter  
“ The Bir thplace Beacon”  

 
Deadline to submit ar ticles:  

30th day of each month 
 

  Email: newsletter@rotary6450.org 
  Fax: 708-361-6409 
 
  Mail: Kathy Kobak 
             25 Moor ings Dr ive 
             Palos Heights, IL 60463 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Governor Sue’s Goals for 2006-2007 

 

For the Distr ict:  
1. Membership increase by 5% or 120 members 
2. Donations to Annual giving increase by 10% 
3. Every Rotary Club contr ibutes to Foundation. 
4. Thir ty-four Clubs quali fy for a Presidential Citation 

For Each Club: 
1. Increase membership by one member  
2. Contr ibute to the Foundation 
3. Quali fy for the Presidential Citation 

ARE YOU WEARING YOUR ROTARY PIN TODAY??? 
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